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| . Toformation Division | TEX OT Saiidin: 
Air Corps Feoruary 17, 1927 bie cs Washington, D.C. 


The Chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- . 
nautics to the flying versonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
and others connected with aviation. 
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HON. F. TRUDEE DAVISON, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR, 
DISCUSSES PROMOTION PRODLEMS IN THE AIR CORPS, 


The following statement; explaining the plight in which commissioned officers 
in the Army Air Corps are finding themselves due to promotion difficulties, and 
outlining the provisions of the Wadsworth Bill, was made recently by Hon,.F. Trubee 
Davison, Assistant Secretary of War: 

As a member of the Board convened by. the Secretary of War, my interests have 
been to further our national defense generally but more particularly in the Air 
Corps, the branch for which I have a primary responsibility. 

It is generally admitted that the rules for formation of the promotion list 
have worked to the disadvantage of many Air Corps officers. The knowledge of this 
new arm and the policies governing its development during the war were hazy and_ 
variable. For various reasons, numerous officer candidates for air service were 
held in training many months before being commissioned. There are some 400 officers 
now in the Air Corys whose candidate periods in excess of 3 months have caused then 
to be in submerged positions on the promotion list, 

. vid Air Corps Ffficiency Affected. or 
Not only are officers adversely affected as individuals but the efficiency of 





the Air Corps is menaced by the segregation of many of its junior officers in lower 


parts of the list, in lieu of the more uniform distribution throughout the list that 
should obtain. : : 

' I have been particularly interested in all proposed plans for improving the 
personnel situation of the Air Corps. I have inquired particularly into the effect. 
of the plans in the Air Corps itself. It must be borne in mind that there is an 
established relation of the 400 former aviation candidates not only to World War 
officers in other branches but also to some 200 other officers in the air service. 
Any change in the pogition of these former candidates necessarily affects both 
relations. 


Can't Remedy All Injustices, 

Much as I would like to see a remedy for the disadvantage under which these 
Air Corps officers are placed, I am convinced that any change in the promotion list 
for their benefit alone could not be beneficial. Justice would require that numer 
other injustices, both in the Air Corps and in other branches, be corrected at ‘he 
same time. The studies presented indicate that no satisfactory or practicable met. « 
of doing this has been suggested nor is there any promise of ever devising such a 
method, 

Assuming that it were practicable to correct only the injustice incident to 
Prolonged candidate training, I have found serious objections to all remedies. 
Suggested. These objections are based on the belief that they would cause upheava’s 
and violent changes of the existing order in the Air Corps itself; changes that, I 
fear, would be inimical to the interests of the Corps and would preduce-an arrange- 
Ment of its officers no more satisfactory than the present. 

Proposals: Invéstigated, 

Among the remedies investigated were the following: Crediting some 400 Air 

Corps officers with the actual time in excess of 3 months they were in training foz 








commissions; crediting these same officers with the average excess time they were. 


in training, or, assigning these officers to running mates for prometion. It was 
found that any of these remedies would produce new inequalities and new injustices. 
None of them would be productive of a materially improved distribution of Air Corps 
officers on the promotion list. Any of them would materially improve the presez= 
deplorable promotion prospects of some 400 Air Cerps officers but none would estab: 
lish a satisfactory rate of flow of promotion. 
Plan Averts Stagnation. 

_In the Air Corps, as in other branches, the primary trouble is not the releti>. 

order in which officers stand for promotion. It is the stagnation in proust icon wi. 
* 26 « Ve56ae, A.C. 


















which ouf.junior officers are confronted, 
_ The plan before Congress to avert this stagnation would, in general, co much 
more than any proposed change in the yromotion list to give junior Air Corps officer. 
fair prospects of promotion. This factor has largely influenced me in the conclusio 
thot changes in the promotion list should not be considered at this time and that 
our energies should be directed toward a more effective relief for ovr junior offic 
Promotions Now Remote. 
Promotion prospects of junior Air-.Corps.officers as now forecasted are deplor- 













able. First Lieuteuanis who entered the service during the War will reach the grade [7 





of Captain after from 1 to 12 years more of service. Thesa same officers will bece 
Majors after from 18 to 24 more years of service. Officers who are now Captains wi 
spend from 4 to 18 more years in that grace. 

The plan laid before Congress contemplates promotion to the grade of Captain uy 
on completion of 10 years of commissioned service. In 1927 and 1928 these First 
Lieutenants who entered the service during the World War would be due to receive thi 
merited promotion, their present prospect of promotion being improved by as much as 
1G years in some cases. This is far better for the greater nunber than any benefit 
that would accrue from changes of their positiou on the Promotion List. 

Will Accelerate ‘rromotion. 

Similarly, the proposed plan will actelerate promotion to the grade: of Major ty 
as much as 10 or 12 years in maviy instances. ; ' 

The adoption of the proposed plan would larpely eradicate the inequalities due 
to excess candidate service, Thé promotion of. former candidates with respect to 

- other officers would be delayed only the: actual time in excess of 3 months that ther 
were in-training. At the present time this delay of a few weeks or months in being 
commissioned is magnified into a delay of ‘months and years in promotion. Thus the 
proposed plan would larvelv correct this allered injustice. 

“dh tae ra Would Tncrease Fielc Officers. 

Eventyally the proposed plan. will assist in relieving the shortage of field 
officers in the Air Corps. I will accelerate the promotion of punenyy Air Serpe 
officers into field grade. 

The proposed plan would establish an approximate parity in the’ rates of promo- 
tion in the Army and Navy. This is of particular importance with respect to flying 

officers. Without such a varity, there cannot be harmonious aud coordinate develop 
ment of our military and naval Air components. 
Brfocts Separate Lists. ‘ 

It would not be fair 40 the committee, the Air Corps, or to myself were I to 
create the impression tnat the plan before Congress is a complete rémecy for all th 
personnel difficulties of the Air Corps. Problems peculiar to the Air Corps will 
confront us from time to tiwe. Only insofar as these problems cannot be met by 

administrative means, or by measures of general application, should a legis- 
lation be resorted to. 

It appears advisable at present to preserve the status of Air Corps personnel 
as an integral part of the singcle Promotion List of the Arny, enn disparity 
in promotion, — 












































Wald Study Results. ; 
The plan evolved will accomplisn this, At the same time, it shoula go far 

tops remedying our present major difficulties in the Air Corps. It has the 
effect of creating a separate vromotion list for each branch of the Army, since 
 pronbtien within the Air Corps would be entirely independent of the promotion - 
stuation in the other branches of the service. When the pian has been thoroughly 
tried and when further experience has crystallized our views as to the needs of the 
Air Corps, some further action may be necessary. 
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THE WADSWORTH BILL 








On December 22, 1926, following closely upon receipt by Congress of the ‘repor 
from the Secretary of War. on the orometion situation in tho Army, a bill vas intr 
duced in the Senate, by United States Sevator James VW, Wadsworth, Jr., Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Military Affairs. This Bill provides for a radical ‘depar? 
ure from the present and past system of promotion of officers of the Army and it © 
designed primrily to sstablisn ay equiteble, normal and progressive promotion for 


the Army officer from the date he. receives. hig commission as 2nd Lieutenant until 
- 27 = V-5642, A. G. 
































































he terminates his military career andto overcome the prospective stagnation confront- 
ing officers commissione? during the Yerld War period. a 

The Senate Committee on Military Affairs to which the Bill was referred con- 
cluded its hearings and favorably reportéd the 5ill as revised, to the Senate on 
Feb. 5, 1927, with a strong statement urging its immediate adoption. 

! ANALYSIS OF BILL. 

The provisions of the Wadsworth Lill as favorably reported by the Senate Mil- 
itary Affairs Committee may be analized. as follows: 

_ Section l: reovides that officers affected by the bill be known and designated ian 
as “promovion-list" officers, the total nuaher to be as now provided by law, and the : 
distribution in the various graces, in lieu of fixed numbers now prescribed, to be 
such as results from a system of promotion according to length of service. The total 
number of officers of the Aruy, the number of general officers, and the number of 
officers of the Medical Department and chaplains remains unchanged. : 

The total authorized numbor of officers will be 12,402 when all increments under 
the Air Corps act are completed. Of these 10,863 will be promotion-list officers. 
_ Section 2: Provides that in general, officers be promoted from grade to grade 
upon completion of years-of commissioned service as follows: 








Hi After years 





ue From ; " To of services 
ae Second Lioutenant First Lieutenant 3 
First Lieutesant , Captain 10 
ne | Captain ey Major . i 
me Ma jor. : Lieutenant-Colenel 33.. 
Lieutenant -Colonel Colénel __ 28 











With one exception these prometions are coordinated with increases in pay now 
provided ty law; the officers will receive the increase in pay whether promoted or 
not, hence the schedule of promotion ‘is not only just and reasonable but is without 
appreciable.cost. The one exception is the promotion from second lieutenant to first 
lieutenant after three years of service. This accelerates by not more than two 

years the advance of these young officers froma base pay of $1,500 per yearrto a 
base pay of $2,000 per year. This promotion and the accompanying increase in pay 
will correspond to that now obtaining in the Navy. It is déemed highly desirable as 
the pay of these officers is now inadequate and is causing large numbers of excel~ 
lent second lieutenants to resign from the Army for financial reasons. 

The section further provides that the service to be credited for promotion 
shall be as at present. It maintains the present relative order as fixed by the pro- 
motion list and in some instances credits officers with the constructive service 
necessary to do this. 

The sectin further provides limitations upon promotions so that the aggregate 
number of officers in grades above captain shall not fall below 26 per cent and 
shall not rise above 40 per cent of the total numberrof promotion-list officers. 

Also the number-of coloreis shall not fall below 4 per cent nor rise above 6 per 
cent of the authorized total. ; 

The minimum limits will assure the numbers needed to meet organizational re- 
quirements and the maximum limits will permit promations so far as practicable ac- 
cording to’ the presoribed schedule. Under these provisions the aggregate number of 
colonels, lieutenant-colonels and majors will vary between limiisof 2,824 and 4,345, 
the minimum being exceeded only when there-are captains of moro than 17 years of 
service to be promoted. Similarly the number of colonels will vary between 434 and 
651, the minimum being exceeded orly when there are lieutenant-colonels of more than 
28 years of service to be promoted. Limitations in other grades are. deemed unneces= 
sary and undesirable. : ; oat. | 

Due to the limitation of 40 per cent some captains may not become majors until 
they have served more than 20 years. In such cases it is deemed desirable that they 
remain in the latter grade at least three years tefore boing promoted, notwithstand- 
ing they have completed more than 23 years of service - the service normally require 
ed for promotion to the grade of lieuterant-colonel. This provision will not affect 
the pay of such officers and will not delay their later promotion to. the grade of 
colonel; it will merely serve to equalize their service in the grades of major and 
lieutenant-colonel. . 

Section 3: This section amends the present law for placing officers in Class 
B ty providing that the record of each Court of Inquiry should be forwarded to the 
Final Classification Board for consideration and.after such consideration, the 
oie V-5642, A.C, 











finding of said Classification Roard is made final and not subject to further re~ Diu 
vision. At present the burden of reviewing the finlinces of the Board is thrown up-= e ut 





on the President. This provision relieves him of tnis cuty. ; bef 

Section 4: This section continues in ful? force and sffect all prior provi- : 
sions for termination of the active service of promoviouelist officers. This covers, | cre 
of course, the retirement for age, the right to retire after forty years service and | ter 
the privilego of retiring, at the discretion of the President, aiter thrity years unr 


service. 1 : and 

tt further provides that during each fiscal year, in the discretion of the ira _ ree 
ident, not to exceed one per cent of the number of promotion-list officers authorizc tes 
by law during the said fiscal year way be discharged or retired upon their own appl: § 
cations. This provision applies, however, enly to officers originally appointed to | 
date from July 1, 1920 or prior therete, ‘ : Fy 

This section provides further that a Board of General Officers shall consider 
all applications received and shall thereafter recommend the officers to be dischar [| 
ed or retired. In other words, recommend those whose applications should be approve | 
or disavproved. This Board is dirocted to select, first, from among officers who 
apply for discharge with a cash allowance, and second, from among officers who appl’) 


















for transfer to the retired list. Bex 
It is also made the duty of this Board to recommend that officers who have ) lve 
served more than thirty years, who, in the opinion of the Board, titi 5) in the ir- tio 
terests of the Government, be retired from active service. Officers fa Ling in this > oér 
class aré the only ones who can be retired from’ active ‘service without making appli-|— Ag 
cation for retirement. This particular provision will therefore make it possible tor rea 
separate from the active list the one per cent of promotion-list officers in the b ei 
event that a sufficient number of anplications for such separation are not received, | tha 
In order that retirement laws may te freely and fully administered as the ine — nt 
terests of the Government dictate, restrictions due to having a limited retired list : s 7 
of not to exceed 250 ara ranoved by abolishing said list and merging all retired » ing 
officers on one retired list. ; ) ste 
Section 5: “This soction proscribes the compensation of officers discharged or | the 
retired as supernumevar’, . ; _— hav 
Officers of les: than 10 years of commissioned service are to be honorably dis] nt 
charged with a cash allowance of $40 for each month of their commissioned service. F ~ 
This allowance will vary between $3,840 and $4,800, depending upon length of service. 4 
Officers of more than 10 and less than 20 years of commissioned service may, ig. te 
accordance with the terms of their applications, either be discuarged with a cush FF at 
allowance of $40. for each month of service or placed on the retired list with 25 ) tax 
per cent of active pay for each year of service with wnich they are credited for ph) the 

purposes. The cash allowance in such cases wiil vary between $4,800 and 99, 500. a 
The retired pay in such cases will vary between $1, 380 and $2,600 and may be some» FP 4). 
what greater for officers having aggregate service credited for pay purposes of mor) tho 
than 20 years. — | 
Officers of more than 20 years of commissioned service may, in accordance with® to. 
the térms of their applications, either be discharged with a cash allowance of 349 & the 
for each month of commissioned service or be placed on the retired list with 3 per ors 
cent of active pay for each year of commissioned service. The cash allowance in 3! | slo 
cases would be 99,600 for an officer of 20 years' service plus $460 for each addit' Fy, 
al year of service. The retired pay in such cases will vary between $2,340 and $4, bby” 
according to grade and length of service, . | com 
In no case is retired vay to be less than 50 per cent of activo pay nor more §& of 
than 75 per cent of active nay. aM the 
The law under which officers were appointed July 1, 1920, when over 45 years 0 %16 

age provided that when retired they receive retired pay at tho rate of 4 per cent [PF 
each year of commissioned service. The bill provides that such officers retired af sm 
supernumerary be paid either according te this statute or according to’ the general nin 
rule applicable to all other officers, whichever is the more favorable to them, tax 
‘ . 

GENERAL EFFECT OF THE BILL the. 

; ii 3 and 
Tt is obvious from the above analysis of this measure taat its enactment into Gir’ 


law by Congress would materially remedy the existing unfortunate promotion outlook. spe 
This measure as adopted by the Military Affairs Committee contains no provision for the: 
the compulsory discharge or retirement of officers from aclivo duty other than the | ron 
authority now vested in the President by existing law, excspt in the case of offi BH  ¢9,. 
cers having completed 30 years gervice in’whict case tho President is authorized, fie 
upon the recommendation of the Board of general officers, duly corstitutoed, to ac- 


solr 
celerate their retirement. The originai bill introduced by Senator Wadsworth pro- whi 
viding for the compilsory discharge or retivement, in the discretion of tne Presir mos: 
dent, of any officer in the Military service, regardless of length of service, ws were 
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_ thus modified by the Committee ari cuch provision 13 elirinatéd trom the bill as now 
ra before the Seraie. : 

' - The general erfect of this messure "pon the officers in thé service will be to 
create a steaacy and progressive system of promotion, whoreby the young officors en= 
tering the service, and those officers now in the service, may expect a steady and 
unrotarded advaice ‘into the higher rrades, commensurate upon their length of service 
and military experience, with excellent. prospects of terminating their military can 
reers possessors of the “ndghost military. rank it ‘is. .possible. for the government to 
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- ‘THE PAN-AMERICAN FLIGHT 
- Hasty Notes mace with reference to the First Division 
Pa gatiys _ By Major He A. Dargue, Commander 





pl: Tho First Division of our Tie zht has been successfully completed and I feel we 
are aver ove of the ‘biggest humps of our complete journoy. Wo have had a little har 
© luck, but I marvel that we did not lose one or more planes with the terrible condi- 


iw & tions that we had to face in several parts of our trip. The skill of the “pilots is 
a cartainly the only thing that has saved the planes at many of the places we have be 
+" A.skipping motor, coupled with altitude, bumpy air, and a hoavy load caused our only 


2, > real delay at Guatemala City. Iam glad ina be it was the Flag-ship, the NEW YORK, 
rod,p, 20d mot one of the othor planes. I had to whip the problem of our departure from 
»- | that field by adopting ultra-conservative precaution which, unfortunately, was imis- 
List 7 interpreted ‘by some’ of our anti-American.f#}onds (2) in Mexico who persist in sprea” 
: | ing theif poisonous ‘propaganda threughout Central America. In.San Salvador, for in: 
| stance, the paper stated shat the Pan-American Flight had now become 4a. feilures. On 
or the contrary, i peph: we have gotten into our stride and gpained an experience and- 
_ hawe become aquainted so well with the'’amphibian plane that we are well equipped to 
carry out’ the reiayiader of the Flight: most efficiently. . 
g At Point Tsatel we had to. land on the water.and..we. fueled. from a pier: under 
: if. rather unfavorable: conditions. ‘We then crossed the: Bay and taxied up onto theo beact. 
h at Padre: Island, Unfortunately the landing geir of the ST. LOUIS let go as it was 
a taxi-ing ott of thie ‘water and ‘wo had some’ repair work to co, but this did not delay 
“Me _ the: Flight for wo léft the ext day at 2:30 as soon.as the fog cleared up. 
ha At Tampico I ‘consider our-goed luck and ‘the skill of the pilots was responsible 
mor), {0% the success that attended us thére. The Field is a fill made from the river, n° 
. thoroughly dried out: and is full of treacherous places wiich, although strong encug: 
thf to hold the weight of an automobile or the light planes shat. have been flying from 








40 Be the Field, proved to be: snares ‘or possible destruction to our planes. The. SAN FRiN- 
we CISCO was stuck many times, and the NIW YORK almost went up on its nose in. taxi-ing 
nt _ Slowly over the Field. he other ships dropped into holes mest unexpectedly. I was 
a surely glad. to get away from this Diada,. though we-could not have: been treated betto 
we, by the local people; in charge of the Huasteca Oil Terminal. JI would surely not re~ 
‘s commend this Field. for use by am subsequent flights until it 46 dried out ta.a dep” 
of at least two feot t, instead of only eight or ten inches, “Tt was at thie pla th 
3 the ST. LOUIS unfortunately burned out a motor. 
+ At_ Vera Cruz wo had more or less ideal conditions, though the ‘beach was: very 
‘al stall and unless one was very carerul in reaching it, there - was a possibility. of x 
: ning afaul of various wrecks and sunken objects. Ye. landed inside the.  Dreqkentes & 

taxied out onte the arc beach. 

At Minatitalan we condemned the Field from the air. I% had peen raining hard, 

the. ground had been recently worked, and it looked as if we would only stir up aud. 
‘ai and. sink holes in the field, tho’ cleared portion of which appeared all. toosmall for 
ok. ee our use.. Consequently we. landed on the river and it was only after a personal in- 
ti sab and ‘pacing off of ‘the fiele that we déecidod that it was; safo, for use. ‘Ya, 
ne | 6refore, flew our planes to this Field just befor@ dark. 
7p The crossing of the Is thaus of Tehauntepec to ahh Cruz was angthine but com- 


34, 8 with the gale’ that ‘vas blowiag, tho rough air, and the absence cf lancing 
elds, Arriving at Salina 3rvus at-an altitude of a bout 4000 feet, we found our- 
solves ina breeze of some 60 to 75 miles an hour and the Pacific in a turmoil of 
white Caps. The breakwe ter was >uilt cut’ under the cover of some hills which were 
most. forbidding to airplanes. ‘The éddy currents,” cross currents, and down currents 
wen terrific. The inside of the breakwater was ail too small to land in under or- 
“inary conditions and ve were faced with either landing Soa ag in a reuch sea whi: 
might have made short work of our planes. It was only by tho most skilif! mnance: 
- 30+ Yn 5642) ALC 









The wind was so strong that it ¢icked up great quantities of the sand 9n the beach 
and deluged all of us. The force with which the sand struck our faces was so great 
that we could not stand it. We had te turn our volanes tail-on to the wind to keep 
them on the ground at all, and then »uilt wind brakes in addition. We anchored them 
down with every means possible. It was long aftor dark that night before we had 
completed the work on our planes and on our supplies and we were a tired lot. The 
next morning, however, we arose at 4:00 A.M., had a miserable breakfast, and got out 
to our planes se as to be ready to take-off by daylight anc in the quiet of the morn 
ing, if there was any quiet to be found. The wind was still gusty, however, and as 
daylight came it picked up with considerable force. I got into the water first and 
taxied outside of the breakwater into the chop of the sea. It was impossible to %: 
off within the breakwater. Some trouble developed with one of the planes still left 
on the beach and delayed the other planes from getting into the water, although all 


ing that all five successfully lances within the breekwater and vot up onto the boac. 4 
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motors were turning over before I started out. Then there was another delay just ai-§ 


ter I got outside the breakwater, for a merchant ship decided to coue in and got in 
the way of the rest for a while. I got into the air right away, however, froma ver 


choppy sea, and into the most gusty wind which had little respect for the comparatin § 


ly fragile toy in which I found myself. I was glndfo reach an altitude of 2000 feet 
where I felt a little safer and had the possibility of using my parachute for descen' 
if necessary. It was only by the most remarkable skill that the other four planes 
taxied outside the breakwater and got off and joined me. For fifty miles down the 
coast, we fought a battle royal - the planes pointing almost directly into the coast 
line to keep from being carried across the Pacific into the terrible gale that was 
blowing. We were glad to be in the dir, however, and get away from that terrible 
port known as Salina Cruz - a place once destined te be famous, but robbed of its 
glory by the building of the Panama Canal. . 
At Guatemala City we lanced at an altitude of 5000 feet. The field is exceller 
but surrounded by obstructions and.land wholly unsuitable for aviation purposes. We 


were compelled to take on an extra load at Guatemala City in order to carry us throv| 


the next twe stors of our journey. This extra load proved almost fatal to several 0 
us. The ST. LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO AND SAN ANTCNIO got into the air and missed the ti 
tops only by a matter.of inches, The NEW YORK would probably have done likewise but 
for a motor that started.to miss just after we had gotten nicely into the air and 
no place to go but straight ahead. I consider it a great good fortune that we got 
away without. landing as well as we did and without causing more damage to the plan 
The DETROIT was scheduled to take off last, but fortunatoly did not get into the air 

Our delay at Guatemala City was caused by the work that had to be done on the 
NEW YORK to get it ready as a water plane and to get it down to Lake Amatitian, some 
15 miles from Guatemala City. The fellows showed the greatest spirit and interest 
at this time to see the NEV YORK properly fixed up to stay in the Flight. There wr 
some doubt in my mind as to the possible damage that-might have occurred inside. 
soon determined, howover, that it was sufficiently safe to fly through to Panam. - 
appeared the best judgment, however, to have the ship which we left at San Antonio 
shipped to Panama for possible use. As it has turned out, the NEW YORK is in excel 
lent condition and will continve the trip. , 

The departure of the flight from Guatemala City was made by all planes, except 
the NEW YORK, with only one pilot in each plane and no more load than was necessary 
to get them to San Salvador. It was the unanimous judgment of all mombers “of tho 
Flight that this was the safest and best procedure to adopt. ‘The NEW YORK took off 
also with a light load from Lake Amatitlan at seven o'clock in the morning and’ had 
the pleasant job of climbing out of a bowl of mountains towering up above froma 
thousand to three or four thousand feet higher. It might also be of interest to ut 
at this point that the members of the Flight devoted themselves with untiring energ 
to getting the NEW YORK in shape to take off Tuesday morning, Janvary llth; and te. 
pedite the progress of the Flight. They got little sleep that night, and as for my 
self I got none at all, 

The trip to San Salvador was fought again with the roughest of air and it was’ 
constant fight during the two houis that we were inthe air. On ay»proaching Lake 
Tlopango some of the ships had to turn back over the sea to get sufficient altitude 
clear the mountains - the cown currents were so severe in the neighborhood of the 
mountains. On ono occasion when nearing the Lake, the NEW YORK got a drop of 1,00 
fect in almost “nothing flat". The other ships were treated similarly. At this 14] 
we were compelled to go down into a bowl with mountains lying all around. The Laie 
was large, however, but that did not seem te diminish the cross currents and a bu" 
air. We found a nice little beach and put the nuses of our planes updon it withow 
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© Letting Gown our wheels. 
4 Gur take-off from Lake Tloy:...70, which is at an altitude of about 2,000 feet, 
4i0 vel at 3500) Xe se 





it was made early i: the morning. Infact the boy called ug at eur 

) in orcer that va might cet out on time. The trip was uneventful except for having 

1em to pass throuch some very rough air. It seemed that we could not get away froma 
© strong off-siore wind blowing down off the high mountains and volcanoes, coupled 

} a with the action of the boiling sun. % certainly produced anything but the aviato 
" haven of rest. I wore a big blister on my hands working the controls. 


Our landing at Amapala was again made with difficulty. The beach was a long, 
3 | sloping, muddy affair, too soft to taxi upon. Consequently, we had to leave our 
ad —| planes anchored out and wade into our waists to service them. it was at this point 





bs" 4 that we devoted our attention first to the NSW YORK and to the ST, LOUIS to get the 
oft | filled up with gasoline and oil to continue the trip to Panama via Puntarenas. It 
ll & took us two hours to get the gasoline and oil for these two shins. They took off 


ai*f} ot noon.and proceeded to get ou their lonely trip to Puntarenas, arriving late that 


in — afternoon. Bheir trip must havo been anything but pleasant with the terrible winc 
ver thet was blowing - a wind which seems to be characteristic of all of the countries 
titss) of Central America. 

ect © At leastisome members of the Flight, including myself, were scheduled to visit 
cen'l) Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras, and the best way of getting there is by launci: 
s | across the Gulf of Fonseca +o San Lorenzo Village and thence by automobile through 

e. — tho treacherous mountain roads. Never shall I forget that ride? We left San 


ast # Lorenzo Village at 6:00 P.M. and arrived at the capital city six and one-half hours 
8 | later. We surely had had a full day, and. had it not been for the fact that. I wante: 
to be awake when the automobile wont over one of the cliffs, I probably should havo 
been unconscious most of tho way. There were three automobiles in our party and it 
seemed as if each driver was trying to beat the others up the mountains. The road 
ler was built along the stee faces of mountains without protection and with many hair- 
We pin turns. To slow up for the turns apparently was interpreted as an exhibition of 


ron unskillful driving and consequently the rear wheels of the automobile generally 
10 skidded around, clinging to the ragged edge of the cliff. One can well imagine the 
tr desire to be awake when the awful crash should come! This was not at alla restful 
buif— trip nor was such a full day to be followed by peaceful sleep. 
| he The next morning was full of ceremonies - calling on the President and his Min- 
+ FF isters, attending a reception, and then a luneheon. It was two before we were reac. 
an? to return to San Lorenzo. Fortunately.we had a little more conservative driver go-~ 
air ing back who did not give us quite so many thrills and we were able to.see in the 
18 day time more of the beauties of the scenery. If one takes a piece of paper and 
OMe cruables it in their hand, then throw it down and see the fantastic shape it will 
4 take it will represent, at least in part, a relief map of Honduras. At least that 
Was part of it that we saw was more’ up and down than horizontal. The road passes over 

if the mountains at about 7000 feet altitude and no one part of it seemed to be strain» * 


+ 


_ i for more than a few feet. It took almost six hours to make the return trip down + 


0 mountain and our lunch was awaiting us. We took a. few cans of food that had been 

0): sitting on the shelves in the little tienda for ages and boarded the launch to sit 
down to our feast! It was ten before we. reached Amapala, and there the genial Gen: 

ypt eral Williams, who was in command of the troops. at Amapala, met us to see that we 


Incidentally, General Williams was 


ry got safely to our boat and to bed by midnight. 
He was very good to us durii” 


educated in the States and speaks very good English. 


ef the stay at Amapala, having turned out the Band to serenade us when we arrived anc 

4 ati us with some of his officers, and also the Band, to San Lorenzo on the 
aunch, 

n0 From Amapala to Managua we had a vefy good trip. There was some doubt about 

re stopping at Manazua oan eccourt of +he upset condition of the country, but advice 

ry from the Minister indicated that it was all right for us to come. After an early 

my: start in the mrning, we reached the landing in the lake opposite the city at ten 


o'clock, and immediately went up to the Legation to get ready for presenting the 


si. letter to the President. It was a busy time during our short stay and we left the 
city again at one o'clock. Our ceparture was made in a very strong wind and from 
ide rough waters Our progress was slow and the air was bumpy. We flew to Lake Nicara- 


- Volumes of smoke. Majestic Momotombo Volcano stood high in the sky spouting forth 
its smoke into the upper atmosphere. At Brito we passed over one of the tnited 
States destroyers anchored opposite the harbor. As soon as we reachod ~he Pacific 
ra vere again in a most uncomfortatile atmosphere for the strong winds off the vol~ 
"ic mountains were making a turmoil of the air. Papagaya Gulf is neted for its 
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roughness. It appoars to get a combination of winds coming dovm through a valley ip 
the mountains, which upset everything in their path. ‘This is the scene of many 
wrecks, but it was necossary. that we pass vhis way, ‘We fought the wind every seconé 
and worked constantly to keep our planes right side up. After passing the Gulf we 
surned inland across the lowlands onto Nicoya Gulf where Puntarenas is located. It 
was along prind and produced many blisters, but at four we landed safely in the Es- 
tuary behind the point of sand upon which the little city is located. The wind wa & son 
blowing very strong here and coupled with the tide, gave us considerable to think ian 
about before we got safely anchored. We left our planes at anchor during our stay’ @ ,) . 
at this place. : | antl 
At 6:30 some of us started on a special train to San Jose. This sounds very | ae 
alluring, but let me assure those who would desire to take this trip that it was far® 4 
from comfortable for us. We were tired and Sleepy, and the loug grind, lasting un- whe? 
til the small hours of the morning, was very tiresome. It was a beautiful moonlighi®t ,.., 
night, however, and the wonderful mountain scenery helped to keep us awake. Most oi ..4; 
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same 





us got a little nap early in the evening or we might have been fighting with each Wig 
other all the way. As it was we had little life to do anything but sit and nod our side 
heads. This business of vushing thru rough winds by day and traveling by night ‘to att. 


reach our destination for the purpose of making diplématic calls is not always over 
a pathway as smooth as might be expected. We got a fair night's sleep, however, an 
the next day made our call on the President and presented the letter from President 
Coolidge. There was also a reception held at the home of the American Minister in 
the afternoon and from five to sevér a dance and reception at the Union Club. At 
seven, we wore entertained by the Minister, his Cabinet, and various high officers «} ty, 
a formal dinner in the Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. It was one of thm pore 
finest functions I ever expect to attené, and the sentiments that were exchanged we) wo. 
of the most cordial 6nd sincere nature. Wo were gladte get away early and have an mont 
opportunity to go to bed. ree Trop 
The next mor ‘tins at eleven we ombarked upon our special train to return to Pur 7th, 
tarenas. It made almost as good time as the local accommodation train, but still 1% acgc3 
was five o'clock before we reached the quiet little town on the point of sand. ~ of A 
It was our lot to arise at five the next morning in order that we might got an " 
early start. By 7:30 we were on our way at last to Panama via David. The first 20% ins 
miles of the trip was just about as peaceful as we could have. It did soem as if tf tho 
weather had turned in our-favor a little. After a hasty stop at David, including s 
luncheon, we were again on our way - this time to pass through three and a half hor Fie] 
of some of the most’ violent tossing around in the air that we had received. The he t 
gusts of air threatened every moment to weaken our planes and tear the wings loose sigr 
We surely were glad when we got to the Canal Zone and things quieted down a little enga 


more and we were surrounded by planes of our own Corps. ‘Twenty of them’ greeted us hey 
in the air and accompanied us’ across the Isthmus to France Field! Our landing cou wore 
pleted the First Division of our Flight. I hope that we have passed by the worst pa re 
part of our journey. I don't see how the rest of it can be any worse than what we una j 


have passed through, With it all, however, the mountain scenery and the volcanoes 
were beautiful. The coloring of the foliage, the dense. tropical growth and the pri buil 
itive life that we saw throughout Central America will always form a background of and 
color to this most interesting part of our trip. We had flown from winter into tig spec 
heat of the tropics, Our motors carried us through many trials and tribulations a term 
the sturdiness of our airplanes was tested in many ways. Surely their durability lj para 
given us great confidence in their ability to carry us safely the rest of our joum glin 
I cannot think of a plane more suitable for the trip which we are undertaking. It for 
seaworthy, airworthy, and landworthy/ It is called an amphibian, but amphibian, 4 pack 
we commonly know the term, lives only on land and water, but these planes live in Para 
the air quite as well, They have been called upon te carry great loads, to endure 
high temperatures, to battle the seas, and to show their supremacy when all the wile Weig 
of heaven seemed pitted against them. They have stood the test and outside of the the 
miner maintenance that is always required, we do not anticipate any serious diffinge wnde 
ties. We left them anchored in the high winds and in the rough seas, or we ‘ran tit | 
over rough ground and unknown landing fields. They have performed equally well wy woul 
cer both conditions and are alwaysready to answer our beck and call. : that 
We are thoroughly enjoying our trip. It is tiresome to be sure, but the ins that 
terest and adventure that is always ahead of us keeps us on our toes, We have bet! made 
received most cordially in all of the countries we have visited. le have been em of s 
tertained by Presidents and Ministers and Generals. We have been welcomed everywit para 
We are on a mission of Good-Will, and we are receiving the greatess of assistance | vent 
the accomplishment of our objective, We look forward with the keenest of anticipe mm Prod 
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+0 jumping off now into tke South American coun*ry oné to or. aging bask to che 

United States the same five planes with which we started, A iittle battored and torn 
to be sure from the rough usage that it seems they must recéive - nevertheless, the 
same sturdy old planes with which we startec. 


—— oe 


In a letter to Brig.-Gon. Wm. BE. Gillmore, Chief of the Materiel Division, Day- 


iton, Ohio, Captain Ira C. Eaker, pilot of the SAN FRANGTSCO, praises the wonderful 


work of the Supply Depot at San Antonio. He states: "I think it would be imposes idle 
to assemble a grup of men who could have helped us so intelligently and with sucs 
enthusiasm as they did. There is one’ thing about the supply station also. as we 

nave come across the shipments coming down the line we have been impressed by tine ce 
and work displayed by the suvplv department in getting every little thing of the bec" 
where it belonged and in the manner in which all was packed. To properly appreciavc 
the Supply Division, one has to get out on the edge of the world this way and cope. 
entirely upon them to keep an airplane going." “The Amphibian", Captain Baker sta™: 
“ig a- wonderful plane for this trip. Iam amazed at the way they have held up, ce ~ 
sidering the punishment they have had. My own plane, the 'San Francisco', has fune- 
‘tioned perfectly throughout and I could not ask for a better plane and enginoe" 
---000=-- 


COLLIER TROPHY AWARDED FOR PARACHUTES DEVELOPi ‘ENT 


Recognizing the extreme value of the parachute as an aid to safety in flying, 
the Committee in charge of the award of the Collier Trophy decided that Major E, L. 
Hoffman, Army Air Corps, now in corinand of the Lunken Airport, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
was entitled to the 1926 award for the outstanding part he has played in the develop- 
mont of this important piece of aevongutical equipment. The presentation of tho 
Trophy to Major Hoffman was made by President Coolidge at the White House on February 
Mth, in the presence of a distinguished gathering, including Secretary of War Davis, 
Assistant Secretary of War ¥.Trubee Davison anc Major-General Mason M. Patrick, Chic 
of Air Corps. 

1 The Collier Trophy is awarded annually for the greatest achievement in aviation 
in America, the value of which has been thoroughly demonstrated by actual use during 
the preceding year. aay 

It was shortly after the Armistice, when Major Hoffman was assigned to McCook 
Field, Dayton,0., as Chief.of the Sauipment Section of the Engineering Division, tha‘, 
he became engrossed in the problem of the development of the parachute, a function a - 
signed to this particular section. Up to that time the two.men on duty in the sect: 
engaged on this work had succeeded in making two parachutes bodies, no harness, whici 
hey were testing froma DeHaviland airphane. These parachutes and their few tools 
were carefully locked in one small steel chest in the corner of a hangare It was aj- 
parent that they were receiving no support or encouragemeyjt and that the project, if 
unaided, would soon die of stagnation. 

Having sacceeded in obtaining funds for the vurpdse, Major Hoffman set out to 
build up an orcanization, Suitable floor space was assigned the parachute’ branch, 
and sewing machines, tools, material and other paraphernalia were obtained, includin- 
special airplanes, weights and dumaies for carrying on the testing. Desirous of de» 
termining what had been done throughout the world on this problem, samples of all. 
Parachutes, foreign and domestic, that were then extant were purchased. One strug- 
gling American manufacturer (Irving) had sold the Government three parachute bodies 
for test, little or no attention having been paid up to this time to the harness, 
Pack, means of wearing, etc. A study and test was then begun on all then existing 
parachutes, ; e 

_ Finding that parachutes were then being tested with no more than a 50-pound 
weight, Major Hoffman immediately saw the falacy of such procedure, realizing that 
the parachute must not only. be made strong enough to hold together, carrying one mu 
under any conditions, but that it should have reserve strength = a factor of safety. 
By approximation it was determined that the terminal velocity of a man falling fresi: 


Would be at the rate of about 350 mePpeh.e The prodlem then was to design a parachute 


that would not fail when subjécted to opening when carrying 200 pounds traveling at 
that velocity,. Utilizing the time fuse mechanism from the hose of an artillery sho. 
made it possible to drop the parachute and weight together for a predetermined nunc. 
of seconds, when the fuse would operatea release mechanism which in turn opened whe 
Parachute. ‘By @ continuous process of modification and: reenforcement, as weil. as 
Venting and slowing up the inflation at high speed, a parachute body and rigsiny was 
Produced which held together when opened after a free fall of 16 seconds, carrying 


=) 
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a load of 200 pounds. : 
The ‘continued use of tiie time fuse mechanisia in 12] 0: +hese tests proved rathe 
cumbersome, so Major Hoffran set about to determine what ioad released from # Deri 
vlane flying at maximum speed would cause a strain to be set up in the parachute 
similar to that cansed by the lé-second fall, Calculations here were not convincing, 
because the time clement through which the load was decelerated could not te accurate 


ly measured, but by comparing results on similar parachutes the conclusion was reach Jf 
that a load. of 400 pounds raleased at 120 mpeh. would cause as great if not a littl. 


greater strain than the 200 pounds at 16 seconds fall, It was now possible to arri: 
at the strength requirements by rather simple test dropping. 

At about. this time the two men, originally assigned on parachute work in the 
Equipment Section, left the service, one of them going into the business of manuface 
turing parachutes. In the course of further experimental work it was found that ai 
wimes certain of the rigging lines of the parachute would break in test dropping, 
so Major Hoffman devised a mechanism for measuring and recording the shock of each 
individual cord during’ test. A great deal of work was devoted to vents, using ring 
vents, puckered vents, multiple verte, etc., in many different shapes and sizes 
Tne multiple vent was Major Hoffman's own design and is still in use in some of. the 
older chutes in service, It was thought necessary to allow handling of large vent 
areas with constriction rubbers, 

All along the policy was followed of encouraging private enterprise in parachu’ 
Ree eee the industry being kept informed of all Jevelopments as they occurred 

+. McCook Field and given problems to solve. Since mone of them at that time had 
facilities for test cropping, their work consisted mostly in making ‘up at uted 
to conform to sketches submitted to them, | 

When the stage of rarachute development reached the point where it was show 
how to design for the required strength, attention was directed to the pack, harnes:, 
lanyard, etc. The harness was likewise subjected to b: ROraeR of strength tests, and 
the pack, operating lanyard, etc., all assembled had to be tested to insure non-fou: 
ing, etc. fter much study the "free" type parachute was decided upon as against 
the "static" type for military planes at least. The "Free Type" parachute is so 
termed because it is carried complete in one unit, strapped to the person of the av! 
ator, having no attachments whatever to the aircraft and operating entirely estate 
ent of the aircraft, 

Two years passed. before it was considered that a parachute could be built for. 
service which would prove quite reliable, and at this time an order was let for the 
construction of 550 parachutes, complete. As is usual with all experimental work, 
it was felt that the parachute department was not then ready as it would be later 
or to Prescribe how the parachutes were to» be made. The demand for same was so in- 
sistent, however, that Major Hoffman was forced to combine the best knowledge then 
available and design the outfit, which was known as the Type Ae Previous to this 
time some live jumps wero made with the best designs, and Major Hoffman cet mde 
two of these to prove his. contention that the ‘device was sound, 

Major Hoffman drew up the specifications and made the drawings for the first 1 
achutes ever purchased for. the Air Corps, the so-called Ty pe ‘A, referred to above, 
which were in use for some time and gave perfect service. ‘They were the ones in 
which the Air Corps learned to jump, over 1,000 live premeditated jumps being-made 
with them. He also des igned the vent operating mechanism, reenforcing cordage a 
Dee Rings. During the years in which these. experiments wore carried on, -he was act 
ally on.the field, up in the testing planes or in the laboratory studying the many 
varied problems bef ore him, making drawings or parts. Sometime later he succeede" 
in having one of his original assistants, Mr. Guy Ball, ‘return to take charge of tis 
work, and the latter has contributed Many valuable ideas and continued the so abaaht 
development work, 

The successful operation of the parachute led the Commanding Officer of McCook 
Field to iss¥e orders making it compulsory to wear pardchutes in all ‘test flying.’ 
Shortly thereafter the Chief of Air Corps is sued orders making’ it manda tory for alt 
personnel to darry parachutes during flights. 

While the development work was progressing, Major Hoffman conceived the ‘idea ¢ 
obtaining slow motion pictures of the opening of the chutese Thege pictures provec 
invaluable in subsequent work. 

For a time it was believed that the strength test was about. all‘there was to © 
the parachute problem, it béing felt that any orthodox parachute would open if ex 
posed to the air, The death of Sgt. Washburn during a practice parachute: jump, 
caused by failure of the two chutes he carried to open, caused a rude awakening to 
the fact that it was not a certainty that 2 parachute would always open properly. 
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It took nearly a year of intensive study, testing and experimenting to solve this 
problem. “It was inherent in the design of the mowth of the chute, After correctinr 
the design of chutes to insure certainty of 6penlis:, -..j » Hoffman rensonec that in 
testing them we' should aggravate the conditions o! opening, and out of this came the 
requirement in the specifications for testing with three twists in the shroud lines. 
Experiment with different mouth designs to insure certainty of opening also 
gave Major. Hoffman the thought that a parachute could be constructed waich would 
open even if the mouth were held shut. He detailed one of his men to work this out, 
after giving him the basic ideas. This development was carried out in the post 
swimming pool, much to the disturbance of the post surgeon, by using the pool as a 
"towing tasin" in which the parachutes were inflated under water. This arrangement 
was patented by the man who worked it out, and it is felt that this principle will 
be generally used in the future. 
Thus far there -have been 42 occasions: in this country where the parachute was 
instrumental in saving occupants of airplanes whose lives tecame imperiled jin the. a : 
by reason of collision of planes, engine failure while flying over country unfavor- 
able for safe landing, fogs, and other causes. As far as known, the lives of four 
members of the British Royal Air Force and one of the Swedish Royal Air Service were 
also saved through the use of the parachute. ; et 
Major Hoffman is a native of New York, having been born in December, 1384. He 
was a student both at the University of Utah and the Washington University (St.Lon*: 
Enlisting in the Infantry ini1909, he took the examination for a commission, and was 
appointed a 2nd Lieutenant of Infantry on Octoter 9,.1911. He was promoted lst ‘ 
Lieut., 24th Infantry, July 16, 1915) and Captain on May 15, 1917. On June 27, 19}.",, 
he was transferred to the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, received his flying train- 
ing at Rockwell Field, San Diero, Calif., and wac then assigned to Kelly Field, whe 
for a short time he commanded various flying cadet aero squadrons. From Nov.-10,1°./ 
until March 11,1916, he was on duty as Engineer Officer at Park Field, Millington, 
Tenn., after which, until January, 1919, he commanded’ Taylor Field, Montgomery, Ala. 
He was thon transferred to McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, where he served until Feb. 1, 
1925, He was promoted Maj», Air Corps, July 1, 1920. Hisipresent assignment is 
that of Commanding Officer of Lunken Airport, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
=--000--- 


- THE NIGHT FLIGHT ACROSS THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA 


The NEWS LETTER Correspondent from Pope Field,Fort Bragg, N.C., takes exception 
to the article which appeared in'this publication in the issue of Dec. 31, 1926, 
covering the so-called first round trip night flight across-the Isthmus of Panama, 
stating that it has aroused something of a dispute at Pope Field. He adds that one 
of the officers at Pope Field contends that just sucha flight was made about seven 
years ago, and that this earlier flight was made on a moonlight night without the =: 
of any lights whatever, This officer was stationed at France Field when the event 
occurred but is unable to recall all the details.’ He remembers wé1l that‘ Lieut. 
R.C.W, Blessley, now an instructor, at Brooks Field, piloted a ship for the flight 
and believes that another plane was along. .The sound of the motors up in the dar’- 
ness caused quite.a stir among the inhabitants below and resulted in many phone cal’: 
reaching France Field, Most of these calls originated on the Pacific side of the 
Isthmus, — er 

_The amendment is. cheerfully accepted and, by the way, an officer stationed in 
the Office Chief of Air Corps, who served a tour of duty in Panama; states'that Ma‘o- 
Follett Bradley also completed a round trip night flight across..the Isthmus in the 
summer of 1924, Baier . , 
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THE THIRD ATTACK GROUP AT FORT CROCKETT, TEXAS. 
_ (Continued from last issue) - 

Major Frank D, Lackland, A.C., commanding Fort Crockett and the Third Attack 
Group, conducts the administration of both post and the Group from the one set of 
offices in Headquarters Building. Headquarters Detachment is commanded by 2nd Lic™' 
Herbert W. Anderson, Adjutant, and is composed of about 30 enlisted men, furnishin. 
operating ‘personnel for headquarters, the personne} section and the operations u!i .. 

The new personnel section, established recently by War Department order, is 
functioning well, relieving the individual ‘organizations of the load of paper worx 
which they have previously carried, os 
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The E. & R. Departisent, under direction of lst Lieut. Floyd A. Lundell, 4.6., 


has been developinc in its, activities of late, Moving pictures are shown for the 
entire command three times weekly throuch the cooperation with the theatres in the 
established only recently at the Service Club, 


The Post Library, which was 
Sunday School is held regularly and in 


now has a circulation of about 250 books, 
general the Service Club is kept busy with post entertainment, 

Under the direction of Major Lackland an officers! club building, built from 
salvaged lumber, is nearing completion, and it is expected will be opened shortly. 
The building is attractive with one large club room, flanked with kitchen and pan- 
tries as mess facilities and with a shower room to be used in connection with the 
The club is decorated with interior mahogany and crean 
effects, lighting furnished by chandeliers, wall and fire-place rantel brackets. 
Much assistance and cooperation has teen given by the Galveston Chamber of Commerce 
and individuals of the City in furnishing the club as to draperies and actual furn'- 
Shortly after the opening of the club the officers' mess will te ‘edtablished 

and moved from its present shack, where it is run on a dining room basis. 
terest is given to the new club building, inasmuch as the officers and ladies of 
Fort Crockett have had no place for meeting and for entertainment and other social 
functions on the post except private quarters, | 
Club, Fort Crockett, the officers being: ‘Honorary President, Major Frank D. Lack- 
land; President, Captain J.H. Davidson; Sec.-Treasurér, Capt. Stephen J, Idzorek; 
Board of Officers = Captains W,F,.laFrenz, C.E. Brenn, Lieuts, R.F, Stearley and 
Hoyt S. Vandenberg; Honorary Members; Hon. ¥,' Trubee Davison, Ags't. Sec'y. of War; 
. Major-General Mason M. Patrick, Chief of Air Corps; 
-Wm.E, Gillmore and Frank P. Lahm. 
. An Air Corps clothes line is being established, 
of his visit a clothes pin bearing his signature and credentials. 
During the fore part of the winter there have been many social events, both o: 
Fort Crockett and in the City of Galveston, attended by the officers and ladies of 
Late in November a costume ball was held at the Galveston Country Club 
by the officers and ladies of Fort Crockett with an array of color seldom seen at 
dances of this type. 

On November 14th occurred the Attack Group's first aerial wedding, same bein: 
Miss Mae P, Fanton of Massachusetts became the bride of 
Chester Joseph Dawson, Air Corps .Reserve, on active duty with the Third Attack Gro 
The Douglas C-l transport was the bridal ship, piloted by Lieut. G.% McGinley, wi 
Lieut. H.S. Vandenberg as engineer officer, The wedding party consisted of the br! 
and groom, Mrs. H.S. Vandenberg as matron of honor, Lieut, H.W. Anderson as best 1 
and Rev, C.R. Stewart, officiating clergyman, 
at an altitude of about 500 feet, the spirit of the occasion far offsetting a driz 
zling rain. 


summer surf bathing serson, 


The official’ name is The Air Corps 


Brig.-Generals James E. Fechet, 


each guest leaving as a recor¢ 


_held above the airdrome, 


The marriage ceremony was performec 


AIRPORT MARKING 


To further encourage the proper marking of airports throughout the United 
States, with the purpose in view of making their location by strange pilots less 
difficult, orders were recently issued to all Air Corps stations to place in the 
center of the best landing area the conventional 100-foot white circle with four 
foot band. Experience has shown that.a circle, if sufficiently large and affordi’’ 
suitable color contrast with surrounding terrain, can be seen by approaching pilo 
before any other method of identificatioxy during daylight hours. 
arrows and other markings placed within the circle are not recommended, since sc’ 
Characters detract from the circle's value as a marker and'because a more suitatl 
place for such characters -is on the hangar roof or along the edze of the airpo> & 
a convenient distance from the buildings. 
for long periods it has been found that a circle swept clear of snow just outs:°? 
of the white circle will afford a better color contrast with the snow than if *) 
The Army Air Corps’ has for some years painted its 77: 
towers, mooring towers and other high constructions with alternate black and 33.)" 
um horizontal stripes each 60 inches wide, ) 
found very effective 
orange) which it. is 


Names cf citie. 


In colder climates where snow prev2i:8 


white circle were-cleared, 


While this color combination has b+! 
» Oxperiments age being. conducted with a third ‘color (deep 
expected will give a greater contrast in fog or with a backg: 
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TWO NEW MEMBERS JOIN CATERPILLAR CLUB y 
By the Kelly Field Correspondent 


Cadets Krider and Shleppy were recently forcibly initiated inta the fast 
growing membership of the Caterpillar Club, bringing the Kelly Field membership 
up to ten and breaking what is believed to be two records. 

, It is the first time in the history of the Air Corps that anyone has made a 
forced jump from a Martin Bomber, and speculation has been rife as to how it was 
to be accomplished in getting away from a disabled Martin. The second is a record 
for Kelly Field and we believe for the whole Air Corps, in that Cadet Shleppy 
prought his rip cord back with hin. 

It has been an unwritten custom at Kelly Field that anyone making a parachute 

jump either voluntary or forced must bring back the rip cord or suffer the pen- 
alty of standing treat to the pefsonnel of the parachute department as recompense 
for the loss of the rip cord, Cadet Krider bought the cigars but Cadet Shleppy was 
the first man who has not had to pay. This goes to show that his mind was on the 
job in hand in spité of the fact that he was like the little boy in the story who 
"Stood on the burning deck, 

7 Eating peanuts by the veck." 

The necessity for the jumps occurred when two Martins which were being flown 
in a seven-ship formation collided when mking a left turn. The upper right wing 
-of ship number five smashed into the lower left wing 6f ship number three, breaking 
the lower left aileron to such an extent that it was impossitle to control the ship 
or bring the wing up to a level position. 


The other plane number five, piloted by Cadet Niera of the Cuban Army and Lier. | 
Mendez of the Colcmbian Air Service, as observer, had the upper right wing spar 
broken but in spite of this they flew the ship into Kelly-Field and landed safely. 

But here I think is a good place to let each of the participants tell the 
story in his-own words. Cadet Krider says as follows: ' 

"On the morning of Juruary 18th Cadet Shleppy and I-were one of a team prac- 
ticing bombing formations. . During the first period Cadet Shleppy piloted. We 
cams in and landed about 9:30 had a discussion, and changed pilots. We took off 
again and I was piloting the ship this time. We were practicing seven-ship bomb- 
ing formation. I started out flying position No. 7 in the formation which was in 
the rear, Several of the fellows had fallen out of: position and I had moved up 
to position No. 3, next to the leader, on-the left. We were flying at this time 
about 2800 feet altitude, just above the clouds. The leaderssignalled for a left- 
hand turn, which placed us‘on the inside of the turn. I started to move over 
toward the ship next to me, ready to follow around in the turn, when the leacer 
banked up suddenly and abruptly, It appeared to me he had his controls over for 
a turn and hit a bump in the air, the controls didn't take and then he came up 
suddenly. This caused me to pull up, and just as I did so I félt a tig jolt in 
the rear which sounded like a G&agar box being crushed. As soon as I heard this 
crash I looked around and saw. that the aileron and a portion of the lower left 
wing were gone. Cadet Neira of the Cuban Army and Lieut. Mendez of the Colombian 
‘Air Service were in ship No. 5, Cadet Neira»piloting. I noticed that his ship 
Was passing under our wings in a nose-down position, and it looked as if he had 
just dived thru my wings. I immediately rolled my aileron controls over toward 
_ the right and jammed my left motor on in an endeavor to lift the left wing to a 

horizontal positions JI got no results and the ship was going on into a spin. 
Shleppy had been riding with the left leg strap of his chute unbuckle@ so he could 
reach in his pocket and get peanuts. Shleppy has nerve. He stayed right with me 
until I tapped him on the shoulder and motioned that it was time to jump. I said 
to myself that I guessed it was ahout time, so I gave him the signal and we both 
started back a the wings. Shleppy climbed out ahead of me; he went out between. 
the motor and fuselage on the left hdrid side. I climbed out on top of the cat 
walk over the bombbay, so we would not get in each other's way. The ship was 
falling steeper and spinning faster all the time, I saw-Shleppy leave the plane 
and his ‘chute open. I could not get out of the ship right eway, as I caught my 
foot in the cross brace wires of the center section. I thought for a while I was 
not going to get out. I could feel the pressure of the wind increasing rapidly. 
I finally released my foot and got hold of the ring in my ‘chute before I turned 
loose with my hands. I merely turned loose and fell over on the right side of tue 
fuselage. I saw the rudder flash over my head. When I first left the plane I was 
falling head downward. I gave the rip cord a good healthy jerk and threw it abou: 

2 38=- |. V-5642, A.C. 














































10 miles away, I felt weil “immediately jorked upright in a sitting position, We 
were below the clouds before we got clear of the sin, I nevar suw the ship after 
I left it. I-saw,Shieppy slight ly pelow me and very near. I waved to him a number 
wd times:.on. the. way-down but he evidently did, not soe me. I looked down over the 
esquite for a place to land. . I. jerked my’ 'chute toward a little cultivated patch . 


of ground toward.the edge of the mesquite but I Gidn' quite make it.and fell about. P 


200 feet short, . I hit a little clear spot and my "chute fell clear of the trees. 


I made-‘a good landing, facing down wind. I rolled up my ‘chute and went over to th: | 


little quitivated patch and I heard Shleppy shouting by me and I answered him. $+ 
saw him going out of the mesquite toward me with his’ ‘chute gathered up, and he ha 


his ‘rip: cord with him. -..I. saw. Lieut. Gillespie in'’a DH circling round, and also sore | 
.eraliothers. were flying low wat ching us. Shleppy and I walked over atout a half ni? 
to-the Somerset Road, which is about five miles south of the Field, and hailed a.st- | 
dan, which brought us. all. the way to the Operations: Office. We arrived just as the F 


formation was landing back on the, Field," 

Cadet Shleppy 's: version. of. what, happened is as follows: 

"On the morning of January 18th Iwas riding in a Martin Bomber: with. Cadet 
Krider, We were practicing vombing ‘formations. At the time of the crash I was e2%- 
ing peanuts and had the left leg strap, of my ‘chute unbuckled so I could reach in 


my pocket for more peanuts. As. .soon as I heard the crash I immediately buckled tho F 


strap. When Krider motioned me that the “ship was beyond control dnd he could not 

handle it‘any longer I: stepped up into the seat and back on to the struts that run 
between the engine and fuselage, parallel to the wings.’ Holding to the center sec- 
tion struts, I worked my way back to the back struts running parallel to the wings 
‘between the- ' fuselage. and the.engine. I. paused on the back struts long enough to 

get a good firm grasp. on.the rip.cord ring, and then let go. The forded of the wint 
threw me clear of the ele? When. I let go the ship I turned over on my back and I 
saw the tail section pass over. I then pulled the rip cord and almost immédiately 
falt myself being jorkeé in an upright position. After seeing that all the shroud 
lines: were straight I Looked back at the ship. and I saw Krider on the’ fuselage ‘anc 
I thought, at-the time that. ho might be saying a prayer. Almost immediately aftor- 
wards I saw-him leave the plane and his "chute open. It must have been about 1500 


feet when Krider jumped, The clouds were about 1800 feet and we had come thru the! 


I came down drifting.sideways. .I hit tho ground pretty hard and sprained my ankle, 
-I landed between two mesquite trees and my ‘chute hung inthe top of one of them, . 
I pulled the. "chute .down and rolled it up and went to look for Krider. I-called ~ 


him‘and he answered with: a good ‘hearty yoll. ‘ We walked over to the ‘Somerset Road, | 


about a half mile away, some five miles south of the Field, to hail a ride. We 
saw a sedan: coming and proceeded.to hail it. The driver didn't want to stop at 
first, and appeared to be about half peeved when he didystop. But after we had re 
lated. our experience he seemed: very nice, and. even: ‘went out of his way tO weeny ub 
all the way to the: Operations Office." . 
---000--+ 
INJURED VETERAN AVIATOR EXHIBITS NERVE TY TRANSCONTINENTAL FLIGHT 


James W. vontee, of Santa hicnica,, “Calif., 64 years of age, holds the same dis 
tinction in commercial aviation that. lla jor-General Mason M. Patrick, Chief of Air 
Corps, holds: in military aviation, that of oldest pilot in active service. Porhap: 


in.recognition of this- fact Genoral Patrick authorized a transcontinental passeng?: F 


flight for Mr. Montee when Lieut. Donald Fritch, Air Corps, was about to ferry a 
Douglas O=-2 airplane from Santa Monica to M3 +chel Field, ie ee 
During a short stay at Kelly Field, Texas, Mr. Moritee ° decided to st vetion. his 


_ legs. While walking along the main road. of the post he was, to use his own expres 


sion, "smacked" by a motorcycle. His next impression of Kebly Field was the gtavio! 
hospital. Fearful of only one thing, the loss of the balance of the flight, Mr.’ 
Montee made light of his injuries, consisting of.a broken collar Borfe arid two frac: 
tured ribs, After considerable persuasion he secured his release from the tos pital, 
and within two hours of the accident, ‘with his left arm strapped to his body, ‘he 
was lifted into the airplane. Ina Gondition which would have kopt most young men 
in a hospital bed, the old Spartan. flew half way across the continent. Exhibitiue 
wonderful fortitude, he at no time menzioned any pain, although each day for four 
days he was lifted in and out of the ccvkpit of the airplane. 

Upon his arrival at. Mitchel Field, Mr. Montee’ was accorded a welcome commen- 
surate with his courage and position, and .the entire garrison became an*in% serostac 
audience in the details of his flight and mishap. Mr. Montse told his story as ap 
object lesson in the safety of aviation, in which he is a firm believer. ‘ 
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Three of Mr. Montee’s sons ave airplane builders «+ Saint Monica, and conse- 
quently the old gentleman is a great boosver of Montee plenss, In connection with 
his own flying, he reports tnat last April he made 104 solo flights and that with 
Spring he plans to better this recorc, 

-~-000--= 


OFFICERS DETATLED TO TAKE SPECIAL OBSERVATION CCURSE 


In addition to the regular course at the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, 
_& Texas, the following officers recently reported for the purpose of taking the Speci: 
- Observation course; Lieut.-Col. Harry Graham, Rockwell Field; Major H.H.C. Richards, 

Maxwell Field; Major Jomes A, Mars, Scott Field; Captain Oliver S. Ferson, McCook 
Field; Captain C.F. Wheeler, Bolling Field; Ist Lt. R.P. Reese, McCook Field; lst I”, 
John M. McCullock, Middletown A.I.D.; lst Lieut. Bushrod Hoppin, Chanute Field; anc. 
Ist Lieut Clarence F. Horton, Langley Field. 





---000--= 
PROMOTIONS IN THE AIR CORPS 
Second Lieuts. Ray H. Clark, Donald W, Norwood and Rotert .C, Wimsatt wero 


recently promoted to the rank of lst Lieut., ranking from Nov, 21st, Dec. llth and 
Dec. 28th, respectively, 





---000-"- 
HOW NEWLY WEDS ARE TREATED AT FORT RILSY . 


Air Corps Bachelors, accorcing to the News Letter Correspondent from Fort 

Riley, are becoming scarce at that post, and he adds that the report that Lieut. 

‘ Ralph E. Fisher recently embarked upon the glorious sea of matrimony with Miss 

| Virginia ‘Morrison at Cmaha was a surprise to all of Fisher's fellow officers. 

4 Unable to secure desirable quarters at Fort Riley, Lieut. Fisher was placed 

' on commutation status, and while he arranged for a house in. Junction City, Mrs, 
Fisher remained in Omaha, Several weeks later the Newlyweds met in Kansas City 
and the following evening they arrived.in Junction City. -Never, in the history 
of the old "Berg", has there teen such q jubilee. As "Fish" and "Mrs. Fish" landed 

.on home soil they were seized by Air Corps officers and enlisted men and were 
handcuffed together. Likewise, Lieut. Munson and wife were grabbed from the crowd 
and also handcuffed. Lieut. Munson, by the way, is a reserve officer, hailing 
from Estherville, Iowa, who reported at Fort Riley on January Ist for six months' 
active duty. It happens that he married Miss Eve Alberta Hornby of his home 
town on the same day Lieut. Fisher deserted the. bachelor ranks, and the newly 
weds were on a commutation status living in a large home in Junction City. 

“Very much surprised, Lieut. Munson shouted - "Hey! You have the wrong guy 3" 
Both couples were placed in the cockpits of a wingless. "Jenny" fuselage, which was 
towed by a truck ina "Big Parade" down the main thoroughfares of the City. With 
a band in the lead playing “Here Comes the Bride", the march was led to the resi~ 
dence of Lieut. Munson. There, after much jesting and a little eating, the party 
disbanded, leaving the two pair of Newlyweds in the rare atmosphere of tranquility. 
Lieut, Fisher is a native son of Kansas. He attended the Kansas State Agri- 

cultural College and later went to West Point. Upon graduation from the Military 
Academy in the Spring. of 1924 he went to the Air Corps Flying Schools at San An- 
tonio, Texas. Upon graduation from.the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field on 
Sept. 14,:1925, he was assigned to the 16th Observation Squadron, Marshall Field, 
Fort Riley, Kansas, for duty. He has been on duty at this station ever sinces 

; ---000--- 


“LUKE FIELD PILOTS HAVE LUCKY ESCAPES 


Word was recently received from Hawaii that Lieuts. Wisehart and Wheeler of 
the 19th Pursuit’ Squadron successfully performed a half outside loop during Decen- 
bers Lieut, Wisehart, just to prove that he was not superstitious executed his 

: feat on the 13th of the month, when a wheel of his FY-9 collapsed as he landed 
on Luke Field and the plane went over on its back. Lieut. Wheeler performed his 
stunt on the 23rd of his lest scheduled training flight for 1926. The 19th Squad- 
had been practicing gunnery at Wainanalo, and when the shooting was comple‘od 
ieut. Wheeler started for Luke Field, following the customary route, throre: the 
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“Pali” pass, and then down Nuuanu Valley. Just after passiny through the pass his 
motor quit, and Lievt, Wheeler debated on whether to join the Caterpillar Club or | 
stay with the ship. He decided on the latier coursa and to make a try for.a land- — 
ing in an old reservoir, Fortunately, he just mace the revervoir, settled over the 
dam and landed in the tall grass. The plane went over on its back but, due to the 
tall grass, it was practically uninjured, the only damage being a bent rudder, ver- 
tical fin and wheel. 

Those who have served in Hawaii and know the configuration of Nuvanu Valley 
with its thousand foot sides and rough bottom, covered with trees and underbrush, 
can appreciate the skill and good judgment displayed by Lieut. Wheeler in making 
a landing in the one. available spot in that pertion of the valley, without injury 


to nateolt and only minor damage to the airplane. 
—— 





PARACHUTE JUMPS FROM AIRSHIP 


Four enlisted men of Langley Field recently made simultaneous parachute jumps 
from the Airship TC-9. These men, Corporals Hunter and Kederes and Privates Een- 
ecick and Swain, rade the jumps from rope ladders suspended about twenty foet below 
the airship car. The Pathe News Reel Cameraman took pictures of this stunt, and 
the slow camera gave wonderful pictures of the expression on the faces of the men 
while waiting for their parechutes to open. The same pictures also showed, by the 

‘ grips of the jumpers, that they were taking no chances of failing to pull the rip 
cords. It was the first time any of these men had attempted a parachute jump. 
---000-== 


PHOTOGRAPHING FLORIDA FROM THE AIR 


The latest project undertaken by the Army Air Corps along the line of aerial 
photography is that of photographing for the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey a 
strip, 75 miles long, along the east coast of Florida, north of Miami, with this 
city as the base of operations, thence to the West coast of Florida where approx= 
imately 1000 square miles will be photographed to the west of the Everglades. 

The photographs will be taken with a T-l Tri Lens Camera from an altitude of 
10,800, and it is estimated that it will require approximately. a month to complete. 
the works 

first Lieut. Guy Kirksey, pilot, and Technical Sergeant veonte H. Merson, Pho- | 
tographer, of the 20th Photo Section, Langley Field, Va., departed January. 17th, in ff 
a Loening Amphibian airplane, for Miami, Fla., via Pope Field, N.Ce; Paris Island, 
S.C.; Jacksonville, Fla.; and Daytona, Pla, 

---00O=--- 





USE OF AIRPLANES FOR LIFE-SAVING AT SEA 


Airplanes equipped with tow target reels may be used for life-saving at sea-- 
at least this is the opinion of the Air Corps officers stationed at Crissy Rield, 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 

Captain W.B, King, Commanding Officer of the Fort Point Coast Guard Station 
at Crissy Field, states that 27 life-lines were lost in an attempt to establish 
contact between life-saving cutter and U.S. Destroyers that went on the. rocks near 
Point Conception, and that seven lines were lost in salvaging the S.5. Lahonna.e 
It is necessary to get lines between vessels not only when saving lives but also 
when vessels founder on rocks and sandbars, and human lives are in no immediate 
danger. Ina recent case, when a certain Naval vessel was stranded off shore and | 
re 7 immediate danger, two livws were lost in an attempt to get a ‘tow-line Fi 
on board, ’ 

The extreme range of a gun shooting a life-line is about 500 yards under the 
most favorable conditions but, due to cross-winds, is very inaccurate and often 
shears off on striking the vessel. It is necessary to put out two different lines 
before passing a hawser, Air Corps officers believe that airplanes equipped with 
tow-target reels can carry a flexible cable, with a breaking point of 3,600 pounds, 
about one mile long. An experienced pilot and observer should be able to drop . 
this cable over two objects on land or at sea, thereby establishing er: and 
would save lots of time, barrels of money, lots of worry and perhaps hun: J ives. 

Arrangements are being made to test the process. All that is needs” is a 
ship in trouble beyond the range of the Coast Guard equipment. 
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MUNICTPAL Ai:rOrT FOR COLIMBIA, » ©. 


At the request of the Chamber of Commerce of Columbia, S.¢., Pope Field 
ficured recently in the planning of a municipal airport for that city. Lievts. 
‘iZiton My ifurpky and Herbert W, Camble flew down in a DH and inspected the -pro- 
aight resulted in very definite plans being laid for an 4#l field. Part of 
the State Fair grounds is to be leveled, emlarged, and cleared of ‘trees which 
would affect the approaches. Shelter tor severn planes-will be provided. The 
Columbia Field, whon it is develeped, will provide a very welcome "break" in 
these Carolina woods, ; 
~--000--- 


POPE FIELD APPEARS TO Bi AN ELUSIVE SPOT 


Commenting on the fact that several Navy and Marine planes have passed 
gy Pope Field, N.C., during the past, month, en route to Pensacola and San 
Diego, the News Letter Correspondent from that station states that Pope Field 
sors "te te a rather elusive objective when New and Marine piluts head in this 


diréction, many of them landing in various cotton fields throughout the countrye 


He then goes on to say = "So many of them have sat her down at Raleigh to ask 


directions that we consider moving Pape Field up there to insure their finding ---° 


us. However, we realize fully the difficulties encountered in flying between 


here and Hamoton Roads and Quantico. The route is almost entirely devoid of achall 


real landmarks, and the numerous logsing railroads’which mushroom practically - 5 
overnight lend. to the general confusion.". . : . 
---000-—r . 


OWL c ovwse aS EXODUS OF. “THE ENGLISH SPARRO 


The story of how the two airplane neon nt Norton Field, the Reserve fly-- 
ing field at Columbus, Ohio, were rid of that pest: which every Air Corps man who 


works around a plane very well knows, the English sparrow, is interestingly re- 
lated by Joe Allen of that field. 


The hangars at Norton Field are of steel construction, making it a very easy 
matter for sparrows to get in and out and build their nests in the framework over- 


head. Their being no ceiling to the hangars, it usvally took a lot of time for 
the three men employed at this station to keep the five or six ships clean. 


Their job was made still harder by reason of the fact that the nearest available 
water supply was no nearer than a city block, and it was nenosanry to bring same 


over in 5-gallon water cans carried on the side of the: gas truck. As may well 
be surmised, the men had no kindly feelings towards the feathered pests which 
laughed and. chirped overhead. 


One day a reserve officer on his way out to the field to take a flight pickec 


up an injured owl off the road. He brought it to the hangars and the mechanics 


‘tock care of it and nursed the injured les until Mr. Owl was able to get around. 


After he got so that he covld get abcut the men expected he eee take French 


leave, but the old boy found himself a roost in one ené of the hangar and.ahere 


he stayed. All this happened over two months ago and as sing! mer ceme into.the 


hangar in the morning they have fallen into the habit of locking up ata certain 


“place in the roof to invariably find him sp emt up there fist asleep, 


Mr. Allen goes on with the story, as follow "mm the meantime we noticed 
that the ‘hangars had to be swept oftener-than was remedy done on account of the 
feathers scattered all over the floor. As you can 1eadily guess, they were spar- 
row feathers. The old boy killed sparrows every night and the only trace he leit 


was a few tail feathers. 


The owl keeps both hangais policed as thoroughly as af they were filled with 


deadly poison for the sparrows. it is a very rare occasion when a sparrow is 
seen anywhere near the hangars much le insias of them. 


What is.worrying us is thet the owl will leave wxen the sparrows start give: 
ing Norton Field a wide berth in their flights about tris vicinity. Bui rather 


than lose him we will buy meat for him to keep. him satasfied. He cid far -~us 
what fire, poison, shotgunas air rifles and eather: wouldn't do, And, baliave ms 


if he keeps up his good work he has a home at Norton Field until he diss ef 01 
‘AIG. 
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posed site. A consultation between the Chamber officials and the two Air Corps .- 


- 








A letter received the other day from Mr. Allen states: "Our friend Owl, 
‘The Sparrow Exterminator', is still on the job as ambitious as ever." 
~--000+-- 


AIRSHIP TC-5 MAKES FAST FLIGHT 


The Airship TC-5, piloted by Lieuts. W.A. Gray and L.A. Skinner, with War- 
rant Officer R.E. Lassiter the third member of the crew, recently made a coast 
patrol flight from Langley Field, Vae, to Lakehurst, N.J., a distance of 260 
miles, in the remarkable time of 3 hours, 30 minutes, or at an average speed 
of 74 miles per hour, While Langley Field is not the "Sunny South", severe cold 
weather with snow and ice is quite a rarity there, so during the period spent 
at Lakehurst the crew of the TC-5 enjoyed the pleasures of participating in win- 
ter sports, such as ice skating and tobogganing. After the Sailors and Marines 
stationed at Lakehurst had worked for several hoursclearing the snow away from 
the hangar, they were,able to prepare the TC-5 for its return trip to Langley 
Field, The last 150 miles of the trip was made by moonlight. 

ky ---000--- 


THE GOOD WILL FLIGHT TO CANADA 


Twelve pursuit ships and one Douglas Transport took off from Selfridge Field, 
Mt. Clemens, Mich., Jayjuary 24th on a flight to Canada, the purpose being to pro- 
vide a practical test in mobility of the present type of pursuit planes under the 
most severe conditions that can be found in the vicinity of that field, This _ 
flight was the first test to date with a view of ascertaining the mobility of 
pursuit ships when equipped with skiis in extremely cold weather, Previous man- 
euvers of the lst Pursuit Group have had to do with the operation of planes and 
machines in severe cold weather at’ Oscoda, Mich., and in these maneuvers the fli- 
ers learned valuable lessons in winter flyinge 

Another very important reason for making the flight into Canada was to comply 
with urgent requests of representatives of the Canadian Government, as well as 
prominent Canadian citizens, that a flight from Selfridge Field visit some portion 
of Canada while in mneuvers for the purpose of stimulating there greater inter- 
est in aviation, both commercial and military. 

Officers participating in the flight were Major Thomas G. Lanphier, 1st Lts. 
5t.Clair Streett; L.C, Mallory, A.G. Liggett, G.G. Finch, F.C. Crowley, 2nd Lts. 
J.J Williams, L.H. Rodieck, L.C. Bllicott, Lee Gehlbach, C.H. Deerwester and J.G. 
Hopkins. The Douglas Transport carrying mechanics and supplies for the flight was 
piloted by Staff Sgts. Archie Bailey, Parney E. Fuller, Frank Deeman, Earl B. 
Rodifer and Sgt; Wm. Hs Ross. 

With the precision of taxicabs keeping a train appointment, the 12 airplanes 
landed on the ice of the Ottawa River shortly after noon of the 24th, after a 
flight of 430 miles from Selfridge Field; and-taxied on their skiis.to parking 
Places on the river bank. The non-stop flight to Ottawa was a complete success, 
the average speed being about 135 miles an hour and thé distance being covered 
in two hours, 55 minutes. The Douglas Transport landed at Camp Borden for refuel- 
ing and arrived sometime later, 

At night the personnel of the flight were guests of the Royal Canadian Air 
Force at a formal ball. On the following day the American airmen continued their 
friendly invasion of Canada by a flight to Montreal, 100 miles distant. A crowd 
of about 15,000 persons cheered the fliers prior to their departure. Schools were 
dismissed to enable the pupils to witness the unusual event. Sub-zero weather. at 
Ottawa caused considerable trouble in starting the motors, and it was not until 
afternoon that the ships were able to head towards Montreal, En route two se- 
vere snow storms forced the entire flight of 13 ships to make two landings on the 
Ottawa River. The failure of the fliers to arrive on s@hedule caused consider- 
able apprehension, A crowd waited almost four hours to greet the planes, as they 
were at first expected before noon: The fliers landed at Bois Franc Field, ten 
miles north of Montreal, and were greeted by the American Consul-General, offi- 
tials of the City of Montreal, officers of the Canadian Air Force and officers 
of the American Legion. : 

Extremely cold weather delayed the flight several days at.Montreal, consid- 
erable difficulty being experienced in starting the motors. 

From Montreal the Pursuit Group fliers pointed their ships to Buffalo, N.Y., 
and the return flight to Selfridge Field was completed at 2:00 P.M, January 30th. 
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A full report on this flight will be published in the next issue of the 
NEWS LETIER. 


NG we vane 


MAJOR HUBERT R, HARMON DETAILED TO LONDON 


Wajor Kubert R, Harmon, until recently Chiof of the Information Division, 
Office Chief of Air Corps, was detailed as Assistant Military Attache, American 
Embassy, London, England, relieving Major C.L. Tinker, who has been directed to. 
report to tus Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. for duty. 

Capusiu Robert L. Walsh has succeeded Major Harmon as Chief of the Infor- 
nation Division. ; 











NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, .Texas, Jan. 28th. 





A feeling of relief pervades the whole field and particularly those pilots 
who were daily working in conjunction with the filming of “Wings", the Air Service 
photoplay being produced by the Famous Players Laskey Corporation. Close asso- 
ciation with the visitors from Hollywood has affected some of the pilots with a 
bit of motion picture temperment. Ouvring the four months of flying activities in 
connection with the picture, 1514 hours were flown. 

The holiday period was inaugurated at this station with the departure of the 
Pan-American Flight. While the christening of the ships took place at Duncan 
Field on Dec. 21st, the muddy condition of the field necessitated delaying the 
take-off until the next day when the ships were taxied to Kelly, and the runway 
at this station was utilized to get them in the air. 

During the holidays three more Douglas 0-2's were brought back from Rockwell ; 
Field by Capt. Lynd, Lieuts. Maxwell and Goldsborough. The pilots ferried DH4M-1's 
to the west coast to be eventually delivered at Honolulu. Lieuts. Miller, Keil, 
and Prosser brought back the next consignment of 0-2's this month. Lieut, Prosser 
is still, however, sojourning at Marfa awaiting the arrival of good weather. 

Due to the necessaiy economy in the use of gasoline cross-countries for the 
last month or two have been at a minimum, and most of the flying done has been that 
actually necessary in carrying out the school curriculum. 

The Kelly Field Polo Team has been receiving congratulations on winning the 
high and low goal events of the local midwinter tournament held under the auspices 
of the 2nd Division, in which 8 teams participated. The Air Corps team consisted 
of Major Andrews#4, Captain; Lieut. Shea #3, Lieut. Craw #2 and Lieut. Beverly #l. 
Lieut. George acted as substitute, The same team, except that Lieut. J.B. Clark 
will act as substitute, will participate in the Midwinter Tournament to be held 
in February. While the opposition in this tournament will be somewhat more stren- 
uous, the players nevertheless have high hopes of bringing home the bacon and are 
full of enthusiasm. 

The 68th Service Squadron developed a basket ball team which Lieut. Walker, 
their commanding officer, is bragging about a little. They recently won the 
championship of Kelly Field. . : 

Lieuts James L. Grisham, on duty as Personnel Adjutant since peporting from 
Little Rock, Ark., where he was on organized reserve duty, was replaced by Lieut. 
Welsh, Lieut. Grisham joined the faculty of the school in the academic section. 

The various armament departments of the field were consolidated with location 
at Hangar 14, Capt. Stribling, Ord. Dept., is Armament Officer with Lt. Hamilton 
as assistant. All armorers are required to qualify as instructors and their ser- 
vices are utilized in putting the students through a six weeks' course in armament 
covering two weeks in the class room and four weeks on the range. 

The following officers recently arrived here from the places indicated: 1st 
Lieut. Roy B. Lea, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 2nd Lieut. Gerald G. Johnson, Brooks Field. 

The following officers will leave Kelly Field in the near future: Capt. P.S. 
Wagner, M.C., to Chanute Field; 1st Lieuts. Park Holland to the Philippines; F.H. 
Kuhn, Q.M.C., to Alaska; R.T. Cronau, to Panama; R.L. Maughan to Salt Lake City. 

Two more members were duly initiated in the Caterpillar Club on Yerwiry: 18th, | 
when Flying Cadets Robert E. “Kzitiler and George T.‘Shleppy took off from a Martin 
Bomber after a collision of two Martin Bombers and made safe landings via parachutes 

On January 7th Flying Cadets Richard E. Terrell and Charles Shields, Jr., were 
killed in an accident resulting from a collision between DH's piloted by then 
while flying in formation during the course of their instruction. 

A dance was given Jan, llth in honor of Commander Richard Byrd, U.S. Navy, 
whose lecture itinerary included San Antonio. Commander Byrd made quite an im- 
pression on the personnel of the field. 








Pope field, Fort Bragg, N.C., Jan. 17th. 








Captain Albert W. Stevens, A.C., attached temporarily to the Field Artillery 
Board here at Fort Bragg, is on the job demonstrating the great value of aerial 
photography as applied to Artillery fire control problems. At eny hour betvesn 
dawn and dusk the "Flying Laboratory" may be seen high in the sky over the ™:2re 
vation -- and Sundays are no exception. The Materiol Division's mothed of turitshe 
ing a battery with a clear and accurate picture of a bombarded target wiskia seven 
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minutes after the last skot of the volley ts fired is highly commended by the 
Roard. Further development aleng this line vromises stronger cooperation be- 
tween the aerial photographer and the Artillery forces. |. rtd 

Lieut, Harlan W, Holden has been dealing much misery to the wild turkeys 
on the reservation of late. So persistently has he harassed the turkeys that 
they must havé formed the opinion that he and his dogs represent the entire 
military strength of Fort Bragg, .The bag limit is one bird per season, and 
for that reason Lieut. Holdon modestiy denies any unusual prowess in his 
gobbler ware i . 

The first snow-fall in the North dreve quite a swarm of barnstormers through 
here, all migrating toward the warm and sunny side of the States. Most of the 
pilots were real dved-in-tho-wool barnstormers, vou know the kind that prays every 
junp that he may sight a pay passenger before his gas tank runs dry. But one of 
these ‘southbound flyers was somewhat different. Ina subtle manner, yet a very 
effective one, he paid Pore. Field its greatest compliment. Peeling a twenty off 
a-roll that would break a DH prop he asked a buck on the line for change. And 
this occurred two weeks after pay day, 

Lieut. L,P, Arnold, pilot, with Lieut. T. Munchof, Res., as passenger, 
stopped over night with us and gassed their 02-C, which they were ferrying from 
Los Angeles to Hartford. Both officers reported an enjoyable trip but seemed 
happy to be nearing their final destination, 


Luke Field, T.H., January 10th. 





Orders were received at Luke Field relieving the 6th and 19th Pursuit 
Squadrons from assignment to the Fifth Composite Group and organizing them into” 
a provisional Pursuit Group, with station at Wheeler Field. The 4th Observation 
Squadron, now stationed at Wheeler Field, will move to Luke Field and join the 
Fifth Composité’Group. | | 





16th Observation Squadron, Marshall. Field, Ft, Riley, Kansas, 


A Board was convened at Fort Riley in January to examine applicants for © 
commission in the Air Corps, Recular Army, consisting of Capt. Don -G. Hildrup, 
M,@, President, Capt, Thsras Bsland; Capt. F.C. Venn, M.C.s;and Ist Lieut. 
Alfred Jewett. Only two applicants, W.R. Wolfinbarger, of Kansas City,and 
lewis Bowen of Omaha appeared before the Board. "Curly" Wolfinbarger is now 
principal flying instructor at the Sweeney Flying School at Kansas City, and Mr, 
Bowen is flying Air Mail between Oraha and Chevernos 

Major H.H. Arnold was ordered to. McCock Field, Dayton, 0., to preside over 
a Board of Officers. which will revise the table of basic allowamcese He left 
January 16th and returned about two weeks later. 

Lieut HtmerrMunson, A.C., Reserve, reported Jan. lst for 6 months’ active 
duty with the 16th Observation Squadron, Munson graduated from the Advanced Fly- 
ing School at Kelly Field in 1921. Evefy summer since then he has attended Re~ 
serve Officers'. camps, and he has done much commercial flying. He intends to 
study for examination for commission in the Reguizar Army. ; 

Lieut. and Mrs. Morrison entertained the Air Cerps Jan. 18th in honor of 
Lieut, and Mrs, Fisher in the Bridge Tea Room. A kitchen shower preceded the 
bridge activities. During the course of the evening food was served at which 
time the huge wedding cake was cut by Mrs. Fisher with the shiny sabre which 
was the property’ of her noble husband. It just happened that Mrs. Munson and 
Mrs. Fisher found a tiny doll baby in their respective pieces of cake. An Ode 
to the bride and groom, written by Major Arnold, was read and presented to the 
Fishers by Lt, Jewett. The. humor contained*therein added much to the merrinent 
of the party. A good time was had by ail, 

‘A few days after ail ths officers reported in for duty following the holi- 
days, nine planes were ordered to Omha to carry and escort Brig.-Gen. E.E.3coth 
anda part of his staff, and Col, Oliver; Cavalry. The official business being 


_ completed at Corps Area Hdqrs. te flight returned the following morning. 


Capt. F.C. Venn, Flight Surzeon, returned Jan. 15th from leave. During the 
balance of the month he gave physical examinations to applicants for commission 
in the Air Corps, and gave the regular 609 examination to all regular flyin 
Personnel in the: 16th Obs, Sqdn. During February, he will visit all Army air 
stations in the 7th Corps Area to give 609 examinations to the pilots thsre.t. On 
March 15th Capt. Venn will enter the Primary Flying School at Brooks Fieic, Jexes 
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at which time Capt. Pratt will return from the Primary Flying School to resume 














96th 
his duties at Marshall Field. E cred 
The Cavalry School at Fort Riley recently sponsored a great horse show in . t week 
ene of the main riding hells on the post. A large body of enthusiastic obsere > turn 
vers crowded into the bleachers to witness the horsemanship performance, The f our 
events were primarily invended for Cavalry officers, but entries were consider- ‘| the 
ed from independent branches on the post. The Air Corps again came to the 
front when Lt. James M,. Bevans rode away with and prize in a 4 foot touch and unde 
out event. 7. 
The Air Corps basket ball team here is in the lead. Under the leadership of 2 
of Lt. Fisher the boys fought their way through a 1000% standing, winning ten D 
straight games. The team plays flashy but consistently and is greatly kee eal ing 
eneé@ when Lieut. Fisher enters the game at a forward position. tere 
Air Corps officers are attending one hour lectures in the Cavalry School and | 
about 4 days per week. They are proving to be discussions rather than lectures, | by t 
The subjects consider Cavalry tactics-and the relation to it of the four branches. | team 
of the Air Corps, especially Observation Aviation. acti 
Under the direction of Capt, Thomas Boland, with Capt. Warner Be Gates as as- : prac 
sistant, the officers of the 16th Sadn. are studying a series of courses of a bein 
tactical nature. At present the subject in the daily classes concerns “Employ- . 
ment of Associated Units". The last study was “Organization and Training". These | end. 
school courses are independent of the above mentioned courses studied in the day ' 
Cavalry School, Sgt. 
One of our GeM.C. trucks sent to Omaha a few weeks ago with airplane supplies | chan 
burnt out a connecting rod bearing when it reached the vicinity of Liricoln, Neb. i 
Lieut. R.E. Randall flow a truck mechanic and the necessary material to Lincoln,. San. 
and the truck was driven to the home station the following day. 
‘Vertical photographic silhousttes were reeently obtained by Lieut. Harvey F. 
Dyer, Asst. Photographic Officer, and Sgt. Walsh of the five types of aircraft | Quar 
represented at Marshall Field. They had the planes placed at intervals on light - of h 
spots on the field, and took vertical photographs from 1,000 and 2,000 ft. altitude.’ Work 
The Air Corps officers at Fort Riley have a bowling team, but its personnel ' also 
varies so much, because of inconsistency, that it is quite difficult ‘to name the | new. 
officers on the team. Major Armold with Lieut. Bevans remain quite consistently ' Hang 
above the 160 mr rk, with the latter occasionally exceeding a 200 score. ] He 
- Ee A la 
Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., Jan. 22. the | 
» ance 
Since Master Sgt. Thoras J, Fowler, 91st Obs. Sqdn. gave his DH4B a bath 
some ten miles:atsea three years ago and was picked up by a life-saving tug, all our 
Coast Guard Lookouts have been instructed to observe all airplanes flying over 2 Stati 
water, This keeps the personnel from getting nervous while awaiting a tug to e 6pict: 
pick them up in case their "flivver" decides to pull a "Trudy Ederle", : 
Capt. William C. Ocker, pilot, with Capt. David A. Myers, M.C., Flight _ 22nd 
Surgeon, flew to Pleasonton, Calif.,to establish an emergency landing field. | Corps 
Lieut, Erik H. Nelson, Round-the -World flier, arrived here the other day from nect. 
the Douglas Aircraft Factory at Santa Monica, Calif., in a new type Douglas. ; 
Air Mail Pilot Remlin, carrying two passengers in a 3-place Douglas, stopped duriy 


over night at Crissy Field and left for the Western Airways Field near Los Angeles. = 1 Pr. 
Flying Cadets Ferris and Tefft, and Staff Sgt. Woodruff reported Jan. 18th 


to take the examination for commission in tho Regular Army. F occas 

Major Geo. H. Peahedy., 0.1.C., Military Department at the University of FE at 9 
California, during a recent visit to Crissy Field, was astounded to see Lt. Jack | jate 
Glascock smoking a brard new pipe. Knowing that Jack had an abiding affection preps 





for his old pipe, the Major could not understand how he had brought himself to part} 9th, 
with it. Rumor has it that Jack is punishing his old faithful for not functioning © 
properly during the Stanford-California football game last November when he tried 
to lay a smoke screen on the line of scrimmage at a mostt critical period of the 
game. 


Janusz 


Langley Field, Hampton, Va., January 22nd. 





| 


Second Wing Headqwrters: Our organization commander, Capt. Paul J .Mathis, | 
who was on leave "Touring America First" by auto, has returned to us. The leave 
seems to have worked wonders with the Captain, as he is all “smiles" these days ‘ 
and we think he must have had a good time, He resumed his duties as Post Adjutant. servi 
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96th Bombardment Squadron: The “Devil’s Own" has nad 50 hrs. 45 min, to its 
credit so farsthis month. We regretfully say “Good-bye” to Capt, Parkin this 
' week, for he leaves us for an operation at’ Walter Reed Hospital. He is re- 
turning to civil life after completing a six months' course of active duty with 
our organization, and carries with him our best wishes for continued success in 
the future. 
Lt. McReynolds and Master Sgt. D.D. Johnson are on D/S at Edgewood Aysenal 
undergoing training in the latest method of handling smoke screen ships. : 
“Lith Bombardment Squadron: During January the Squadron has flown a total 
of 25 hours and 10 minutes, consisting of 109 flights. 

_ General News of the Field: Athletics at Langley has had the first call dur- 
ing the fall and winter. An officers’ and post tsket ball team keeps up the in- 
terest, and for those who prefér a less strenuous form of exercise a volley ball 
and hand bail court is maintained in the Post Gym. In the last five games played: 
by the post team, a total of 224 points were scored against 163 for the opponents, 
tears from Norfolk and Newport News. Langiey won all five. In addition to the 
activities at the Gym, the Officers' Club had a Golf curtain and coca mats for 
practicing golf installedit, the Seaplane Hangar, An indoor tennis court is also 
being laid out in this hangar. 

The Douglas Transport which has been maintaining a more or less regular week 
, end schedule to Bolling Field during the winter left for that station the other 
day with the following passengers: Golonel Ccllins;'C.A,C., Lt. Rothrock, Rese, 
Sgt. Hamilton, Private Milligan, Cadet Wheaton,pilot, and Staff Sgt. Prast, me- 
chanics 
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- San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Jan. 18th, 





Some construction work is continuing in the improvement of the post, The 
Quartermaster is rapidly completing the new drainage system, obviating any fear 
_ of high water in various spots, of which there has heretofore been a possibility. 
l@./ Work has been commenced on the new set of quarters for the Commarding Officer, 
| also on two other sets of Officers" Quarters. fn the Depot Supply Department, the 
new concrete floor in Hangar 12 is nearly finished, likewise the new addition to 
Hangar 8 for heavy mata scorage. Work is also being performed on the grounds of 
_ the Headquarters Building,, The Air Corps Training Center, located at Duncan Field, 
_ A lawn has been started, the driveway gravelled, and a hedge planted in front of 
. the building, all of which will add materially to the attractiveness of its appear- 

ANCO» 

At the invitation of the Scientific Society of San Antonio, Major J.H. Pirie, 
our commanding officer, delivered a lecture on "Projectiles Used ty the United 
States Army Air Corps", illustrated with appropriato lantern slides and a motion 
picture film, to the members of that Society and a large number of invited guests. 

Mr. Elmer J. Briggs, Airplane Engine Inspector at this Depot, returned Jan, 
eénd from temporary duty since Dec. 20th, visiting the Curtiss Airplane & Motor 
Corporation at Buffalo, N.Y.; Selfridge Field, Mich.; and Fairfield, Ohio, in con~ 
nection with instruction on the manufacture and maintenance of Curtiss D-12 engines. 

The Engineering Department overhauled and repaired 23 airplanes and 31 engines 

' during December, viz; Airplanes - 4 DH-4il-2; 4 VE-9; 3 Douglas 0-2; 5 OA~1A; 1 P1-A; 
se | OL PT+1; 1 CO-43 4. DH=4Mels Engindss+- lasLitarty,.18 Wright EB. 

The shipment of the "Dog Plane" to the Pan-American Flight, by rail and water, 
occasioned another speed record for our Pevot Supply Department. On January 8th, 
at 9:00 A.M., this Depot received instructions to prepare this Amphibian for immed- 
jiate shipment. The Depot Supply Department, working night and day, dismantled, 

_ brepared for shipment, and loaded this plane on two cars, by 4:00 A.M. on January 
ty 9th, (Sunday), so that it might be immediately moved by railroad, 

4 Major Frank D, Lackland was a visitor at this Depot from Fort Crockett on 
January 12th. 

















amp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., December 9. 
Hdqrs, 4th Composite Group: The post has gained a new Personnel Adjutant up- 
n the arrival of Liout. Corley P. McDarment on the Nov. 23rd transport, Licut. 
ohn D, Corkille, who also arrived on this transport, was assigned to the 28h 
“ombardment Squadron. 
28th Bombardment Squadron: Lieut. Koontz assumed command of the Squadron 
after returning from leave in China. Capt, Eagle left the Squadron on detached 
ite MService to the Southern Islands to locate new landing fields. 
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66th Service sovatron:; The lbp mp lost its chief in the departure of 
-Tech. Sgt. Meeks on the December tra: 
to genial "George", Staff Sgt. Smitals fs ?or the States ou the December. transport 


upon the arrival of his replacement, Staff Sgt. Hewitt. 





2a. rk Field, Camo Stoteenburg, P.I. - 





Major L.A. Walton, Lieuts. Julian DB. Haddon and John G, Williams spent some 
of their DS in Bagile in preperation for the coming gol? tournament, In the mean= 
time the "Homc Guaed" vevcfited from daily practice te the extent of one of the 
“dubs", namely Harry Mills, carried our pr rofesscr "Prof, Haddon" around as an 


: <P in- 
anchor, This brought up a heated argument concerning the relative merits of train 


ing methods and camps. Lieut. Haddon, by the way, has the distinction of naceing 
made twe “holes in one". 

mai etingt 30% just leaked out that lst Lieut. Edwin 3B. Bobzien requested an 
eight months' extension. We, whe see him daily, can notice no change, but un= 
dou? edly some change has taken place. He scems rational in every other respect, 

In baseball we, the Air Corps, are stili ahead and believe we will be able 
to maintain our lead to the end of the soason. The designation "Air Corps" is 
acvisedly usede ‘There is a little technicality that needs explaining. During 
the last game with the 24th Field Art.(PiS.) their. manager. took exception to our 
new pitcher wuom conditions forced us to borrow from Camp Nichols, stating that 
he did not telone to the 3ré@ Purs uit Squadrons As it is not the 3rd Pursudth 
Squadron that is playing but the Air Corps, his protest carried no weight. The 
game was One oi the hottest ever played here, ending 2 to: 2, 9 innings -- no 
picnic in the tropics. Saveral mere innings would have been played but for 
darkness... Right here we wish to say a few words in ‘praise of the pitcher, Pvt. 
LeLoup, on DS from Camp Nichols. Although hit on‘the jaw with a pitched ball 
and severely injured, ne pitched the whole game. Quite a. “bit of nerve and cour 
age say we, ; 


Kindley Field, Fort liills, P.i. 





The December lst transport carried home one of the old timers of Kindley 
Field, lst Lt. Rotert H, Finley, who concluded a tour of 22 months in the Islands. 
He goes to Kelly Field, and carries with him our best wishes. 

The same transport brought ist Lt, Lucas Y. Reau, Jr., who was assigned to 
this field. The THOMAS was civen a hearty welcome by the Air Corps. Bombers, 
DH's and our seaplanes escorted her throven the South Channel. 

The ladies of Kindley Field gave waterinl assistance to the Army Relief Show 
held at Top Side. A booth was erected representing the conventional sideshow. 
The ladies, in costume, apveared before the tert where Lieut. Mollison easily 
convinced ee men that, on the inside, all of the secrets of harem "show" was a 
big success. A great disappoirtmeni awaited the men who, when the curtains were 
parted, saw ay a large placard, reading “Barnum was right", 

“The Inspector General's annual inspection again ga ve Kindley Field an oppor- 
tunity to pass a mest creditabie ins pection. 

Master Sgt. Duntley, who has so efficiently flatt tened the cushions of Kind- 
ley Field's Sergeant Major's throne po the past two years, left on the Dec. 1sv 
transport THOMAS for the Siates, bound for Chanute Field. He and Mrs. Duntley 
take with them the best wishes of the entire organization. Sgt, Duntley's ro- 
placement, Master Sgt. William A. Wilson, from Chanute Field, arrived on the 
THOMAS Nove 23rd and immediately became busily engaged in gotting his vary immed} 
iate "commandinz officer", Mrs. Wilson, together with two little Wilsons, settied 
in quarters, Sgi. Wilson, being an A-1 mechanic, is a welcome addition to tho 
Engineering Department, 


Practice games preparatory te getting the pendulum of the Fort Mills Besebally 


League in motion are well under way, Kindley Field, in games against Battevios 
D, A‘and E, of the 59th Coast Artillery, showed its superiority in each ans.ence. 
These encouraging results have the top=s ide teams looking with no litile rasrect 


upon ourraggregation who, in turn, are confidently lecking forward to tres e614 of 
the series and seeing the League's trophy with the same A.C. label on it. 
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pot It is with recret that we say good-bye'| 
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' vrance Field, Panama Canal Zone, 
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The Christmes holidays and tho 1926 rainy season have been here and gone, The 


‘Now Year 1927, and the dry season are beginwing with manv activities and new resolu- 
' tions beingsmade, Notwithstanding that we nad no snow for Christmas and no sléigh 
' bells could bo heard, all seemed to have a wonderful time and were sorry to see the 


Yuletide pass. There were Christmas trees, dances and house parties galore, Many 
dances and parties were held for toth officers and enlisted mon, some teing held in 
the big France Field auditorium. They were well attended and enjoyed by all. 

There were also a number of good boxing bouts run off by the France Field 
Social Club during the month, 

Cross-country flights and work with other branches was somewhat hampered . 
during the early part of ths month, due te heavy rains and thunder storms, Cros$= 
country trips were made by Lieuts. Larson, Gaffney, Pearcy, Day, King, and Evans, 


carrying as passengers Sgt, Kelly, Corp. Wright, Corp. Happersatt, Pvts, Galipeau, 


ivans, Montana and McHale. Lieuts, Larson and King, Evans and Day, Suxts Kelly, 


_ Corporals Wright, Happersatt, Pvts, Galipeau and Evans made trips to tho ancient™ 


towns of Anton and La Pena, lyingmbout 200 miles from France Field in the interior 
of the Republic of Panara. lMieuts. Pearcy and Gaffney, carrying’as passengers Mre 
Rose and Pvt, Mcllale, mado a trip to the San Blas Indian Country, where they spent 
the day bartering with the Indians. . 

One of the surprises of the Department Small Arms Competition, which ended 
on Dece 23rd, and in which France Field was well represented, was the fine showing 
made ty Lieut, Harrison Crocker who finished second high gun, beingsdefoated for 
first honors by Lieut. Jones, Infantry, a distinguished rifle shot..oud. anlold..tiner 
at the shooting game. Notwithstanding the.fact that this was Lt. Crocker's first 
competition, he gave the leader-a close rum for high honors. He will receive a 
gold medal, the same as the winner of thé first honors, as his total was higher 


than any enlisted competitor in the meets Sgt. Uhl, 24th Pursuit Sqdn-, finished 


in the medal class, and will receive a silver medal, The five high sccres in the 


i shoot were as follows: lst prizo, 1081; possible 1200: second, 1031; third, 1007; 
_ fourth, 997 and fifth, 995. The France Field Competitors finished as follows: 


Lieut. Crocker, 1031; Sgt. Uhl, 995; Sgt. Thomas, 977; Set, Herb, 915; and Pvt. 
McMinn, 886, There were more than 30 of the Panarn Canal's best pistol shots ene 


4 gaged in the competition. Lieut, Crocker. stated that the strain of the competi-— 
| tion on his nerves had caused him to lope five pounds per day, or a total of 15 
| pounds during the three days' shoot, 


The France Field basetall team has been going strong in the Inter-Post Depert- 
ment series, losing but one game, The team seems well balanced, Lieut, Eaton and 
Cadet Beedle have boen going strong on the pitcher's’ mound, 

Despite many days of adverse weather conditions, our fliers carried out many 
successful missions with the other branches, the total flying time while so engaged 
being 350 hours, 40 minutes. Seven missions were carried out with the Coast Artil- 
lery, 11 with Infantry, 4 with Field Artillery, 23 with Anti-Aircraft and one 
Communication test with the Navy. Three night flying missions were successfully 
carried out, working with the Field Artillery and Anti-Aircraft. Tho night, work 
with the Field Artillery consistdd of dropping flares over targets which were 
located out at sea and represonted an approaching enemy, These targets were fired 
upon by the Field Artillery operating in connection with the Coast Defense of 
Cristobal, The Field Artillery Commanding Officor, for the exercise, expressed 
the following commendatory remarks regatding the Air Corps officers in his report 
to the Commanding General, Panama Canal Departments; "During the night firing on 
Dec. 17th, France Field provided illumination bp dropping four flares over the 
targets. 2nd Lieut. Robert By Williams as pilot ond lst Lieut. Charles Howard as 
observer deserve commendation for the prompt and intelligent manner in which they 
located the target at sea and dropped their flarts, Throughout the time the plane 
was in the air two-way wireless was used and communications were porfect;" 
Commendatory endorsements on this report wore made by %he Commanding General, 19th 


a Infantry Brigade; the Division Commandar and the Dapartment Contender. 


In addition to carrying on missions with other braiuches, the 7th Squadron, 


| Wider command of Lieut. M.E. McHugo, was kept busy in radio and buzzer prustice 
» for officers; lectures on Air Corns subiects and special instruction for orlisted 


men in airplane engines, racio, gunnery, mechanics, communication and ertrort, 
The 24th Pursuit Squadron, Capt. Oliver W. Broberg, commanding, has, in 
addition to work with other tranches, carried cn work in radio ard bLuzzer proctice 
and lectures in Air Corps subjects for officers; special instruction for enlisted 
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men in airplane engines, carburetors, electricity, racio mechanics and communica- 
tions, The squadron also carrie’ cur borbing anil gunnery work. : 

In addition to work with other dranchec, the 25th Squaarcn carried on work in 
radio and buzzer Ppactice, instruction in radic equipme:t FOr Ss Seer aerial 
cynnery and bombinz, formation, convoy, camera obscura, transition and reconnads~= 
sance; also special instruction for enlisted men in radio, buzzer ana care of 
radio equipment, airpleno and radio mechanics, armament and gunnery. 

There was general regret over the untimely death of lst Sergeant Charles 
Mi. Smith, 25th Sqdn., who passed away in the Colon Hospital on Doc. 6th after _— 
than three days' illness of stomach trouble. Sgt. Smith was a very popular an 
efficient 1st Sergeant and was’well liked by the entire post. , 

The 63rd Service Squadron, under the command of Capt., Carl W. Connell, Was 
kept busy in engine repair, motor overhaul, assembly, salvage and inspe cvion of 
aircraft and equipment, testing of overhauled and new airplanes and a. 

The 12th Photo Section, Ist Lt. George C. McDonald, commanding, carried ow 
vhotographic missions, theoretical and practical work for enlistec mene ete: 

The .‘Post Operations Office, always a very busy place, scoms to be per pacientes. 
very nicely under Ist Lieut. D.V. Gaffney. The morale of the Operations Office 
force increased during the month when their popular Staff Sgt. Michael Schoste 
docided ta remain at France Field, He was discharged Dec. 17th and re -enlisted 
noxt day. ie ins been on duty inthe Post Operstions Office for the past three 
years and is considered wery efficient in operations work. He is an honor grade 
uate of one of Russia's test military academies. 

The Air Corps Sypply and minor construction projects are progressing .very 
nicely under Ist Lieut. R.T. Zane, 

Major Beverley, Post Surgeon and Flight Surgeon, gained an assistant in the 
person of Captain Clinard from Langley Field. 

Officers arriving et 


e+ Trance Field during the month were assigned to units 
as follows: Capt, Oliver Sroberg to command the 24th vqdn.; Capt. S-E, Glinerd, 

ant Post Surgeon; Ist Lt. Fleischer, QMC, to Post Quartermaster, 
relievijg Ist Liewt, Kenredy, A.e; Ist Lieut. Simonin to 24th Sqdn.; Ist Lieut. 
Probst to 25th Bomh.Scdn.; lst Lieuts, D.R.e Stinson and Hugh C. Downey to 63rd 
Service Sqdn, and 2nd Lt. H.C. King to 25th Sqdn. Pa 


M.C., to assist 


Lieuts, K.C, McGregor, R.W.C. Wimsatt and Dougas:~ure enjoying vacations 
in the States, Lieuts, Skemp, Souza and Asp are still on duty in South America as 
advance agents for the Pan-American Flight. 


Three non-commissioned officers and eleven recruits reported for duty at tho 
field during the month. 


Headauarters, 2nd Division, Air Corns, Jan. 20th. 





Lieuts. Charles Douglas and Harvy R. Ogden returned Jan. 19th, piloting two 
Douglas planes, having been absent on liaison missions with ground troops at. 
Forts Bliss, Brown, Clazk, McIntosh and Camp Marfa, Téxas;' Fort Huachuca, Camps 
Harry J. Jones and Stephen D. Little, Arizona, since Jen. 3rd. Throughout this 
work yadio phones were used with exdellent results. Master Sgt. E.H. Thile and 
Staff ggt. Fred I. Pierce,12th Obs, Sqdn., accompanied this flight as radio opor- 
ator and alternate pilot. : 

Private Martilles Keller, 70th Serwice Squadron, Kelly Field, was transferred 
to the 12th Observation Squadron on January 5th, joined and was ‘appointed Corporal 
same date. Corp. Kelle# is now on duty as acting mess sergeant, a position he 
fills admirably well, having hed many years experience as cook and mess sergeant 
during his 25 years' service, 

Corporal James F, Ryan, 12th Obs. Sodn., was promoted to the grade of Ser- 
geant, Jan. 5th, vico Sgt. Ben. S. Swanger, discharged. 


Fort Crockett, Texas. January 20th. 





At the present date the personnel situation of the Third Attack Group is 
gratifying. By cooperation with the recruiting sections, the Group hag been 
brought, in a short time, froma shortage of 50 men up to fill auvnroized re- 
duced péace strength -- 350 men. 

‘The weekly infantry drill instituted in the fall of 1926, and held at 7:00 
A.M, Wednesday mrnings is of great value to the Group. Such drill, long 
nized as one of the greatest factors in developing discipline, is serving 
that purpose but is showingi+s results both at monthly Group Reviews and 
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ordimry daily appeararce of Group pursommo), Tue men can mirch aid make their 
military formations a crecit to tue air Corps, as has been tie subject of remarks 
‘y ranking visitors. 
vd ou ly of bombs and machine gui aumuuition wad recently roceived by a convoy 
sonondue tha atation from the Corpe Arges 
T is expected that teats of the Navy type float smoke bomb will be canducted 
early in tre Spring. 
Three reser-e officers have teen on activé ditty with the Group for six months. 
Two will shortly rever3 to inactive status, ono roraining until Juno 30th nex ite 
Another reserve officer reco ay reported fur six mouths! duty. 
The rmonthly field reet, institvted lest Octoiver by Major Lackland, is proving 
a success beyond fondest atc It has cerved as a stimulus both inath- 
letics proper throuczhot the post and, in addition, it is carrying out the pri- 
mi¥y, purpocé- of all athletics, +to >romnoto both physical welfare and mental srip- 
piness. Resuits are snown by morale and the general attitude of the personnel 
in entering into Feen athletic aaapetse ON. 
Other athletics engaged in include seccer and basket bell, with teans from 
.c organization playing inter-saudron competition as well as holding matches 
with tonms from the city of Galveston. 
A considorabie nnber of officers belong to the Gelveston Country Clap and 
play yolf almost daily with some very food scores: occasionally, The golf bug 
is spreading in the Group 2nd tha number of colf players is on the increasee 
The brilliant socinl function of the seison, the annual Ariiliery Ball, held 
at the Galvez Hotel by the Artillery lub of Galveston, was attended by many meme= 
bers of Fort Crockett, Following this event, which was the occasion of the forral 
debut of Galveston dgtes antes thera-were several other brilliant dances and balls. 
A motor convoy of ©5 trucks under the command of Lt.-Ceol.Charles J. Nelson 
%h Infantry, recertly arrived from the 8th Corps Area Hdurs., Pte Sam Houston, 
hein nner i $00 recruits for transportation to the Panama Caral Department. 
They were placo?d in camp on the western end of Fort Crockett Reservation, Several 
days later they Arny Transport ST.MIHIEL docked at Galveston en route from New York 
to Parama with 772 recruits for distribution in the Gth Corps Area. buring the 
stay of the tramspoit iiajor-Generai “m.3. Graves, a passeayer on the Si. WITR., 
proceeding to Panama, paid a short visit to Fort Crockett. 
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